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ENERAL Hiftory of the new Wortlt, 

Jf difcovered in thefe latter times, is one 
of the moft entertaining Works that a Curious 
and ingenious Man can read. How many new 
meet with in the courfe of hi 

many ufeful reflexions _ he 


| an amazing fpeétacle is the dif 
covery of fuch a vaft Country, and the conque 
(or rather <aele ry) of lo many unknown nae 
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in his Preface the names of the Authors [er- 
vera made ule of: belides, he has thought fit, 
for the information of the Curious, to give a 
notion of fome of thofe Authors. 

It is moft certain, fays he, that all thole Wri- 
ters put together, are much interior to Antonio 
de Herrera ; ‘** he comprizi ing them sil, and 
“ ftrictly adhering to the truth » Without ever 
“¢ deviating from it, for fear or affection : for 
“© he has no where {pared to expofe the faults 
“¢ of the Spaniards, nor has he cried them uD 
¢¢ in an hyperbolical manner, being moderate 
“ in his commendations, and no where dete- 
“ Give in his cenfures ° 

Captain Stevevs confirms this noble chara 
of the Spanifh Hiftorian, by the approbation of 
fome of the Cenfors, left any one fhould think 
that the Tranflator delivers only his own thoughts 
face that Writer. There are no Books (fi ys 
he) printed in Spain, without being firtt exa- 
mined by perfons of known Le arning. One of 


e 


2 al - TL. e j ; ~ 7 is OE ah 
thofe examiners fays: No cue of ak thofe wl 
J 
am = MS Leo meebo 
have writ upon this [ubjec > has pevjormead it with 
7 a K 4 - ; - 7 SAR em 1 A 
fo much exattne/s as Antonio de Herrera, Ano- 


aS 

ther expreffes himfelf thus: Tis ] Rory ts & 

"y ufeful for all forts picts becauje the Aus 
thor’s method is very good, beng at at the fe 
brief and intelligible joining profound knowledge 
aid undoubted truth, and uit deceiving us as to Ww#da- 
uy errors, tuto which otber Authors have led us 
concerning this Hijfory. A third Examiner fpeaks 

thus of it : I do ide that thts Hiftory ina 
Sven me great fatisfaction, for as much as it dif- 
covers fiugular jnduhry, a good method, and zeal 
for truth. A fourth gives his opinion in thefe 
words: Though feveral have trea ited of this [ub- 
ject by piece-meal, none hitherto bas dene it to 
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the purpofe, and entirely. I find, things are ta- 
ken in it from their Original, and very certain ; 
and the Author foows much indufiry, and deferves 
to be rewarded. Another gives him the follow- 
ing Encomium : J have not found any thing that 
can Le added to, or corrected iu this Hiftory, &c. 
In fhort, fays Captain Stevens, our Author is 
fately to be relied on in all particulars, as a pere 
fon of veracity, judicious, and wanting no helps 
that might render his Work perfect : “* in all 
‘¢ which points, many who have treated of fome 
** branches of this Hiftory, have been defe- 
“* Give ; fome deviating from the truth out of 
** malice and prejudice; others being meanly 
** qualified for juch an undertaking ; and others 
‘** impofing on their Readers any idle ftories 
‘* they have picked up, without the leaft autho- 
“* rity”. 
Herrera begins his Work with the firft expe- 
dition of Chrificpher Columbus, for the difcovery 
of new Lands, inthe year1sg2. Columbus Cfays 
the Hiftorian) being an able Cofmographer, and 
having a great experience in navigation, confi- 
dered that fince the heavens moved circularly 
about the Earth, the Water and the Earth form- 
ed a Globe ; from whence he inferred, that the 
Earth that was Known, was not all the Earth, 
but a great part of it was ftill undifcovered, in 
the {pace of 360 degrees. He believed alfo 
that thofe unknown countries were inhabited, 
becaufe they had not been created to lye watte. 
To confirm his opinion, he obferved all the to- 
Kens Sailors had, which any way favoured his 
notion ; and at length he became very pofitive; 
that to the Weftward of the Iflands of a 
Verde 
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Verde and the Canaries, there were many coun- 
tries, and that it was not impoffible to difcover 
them. 

Columbus had alfo fome other reafons to un- 
dertake his expedition. He went Clays the Au- 
thor) upon very probable experience : for, dif- 
courfing with fome men uled to navigate the 
Weftern Ocean, and particularly to the Iflands 

zores, Martin Vicente afirmed to him, that 
being once 450 leagues to the Weftward of Cape 
St. Vincent, he took up a piece of wood, artifi- 
cially wrought, and, as far as could be gueffed, 
not with iron. For which reafon, and becaufe 
the wind had been many days together wefterly, 
he imagined that piece of wood came trom fome 
Ifland. Peter Correa, who was married to a Si- 
{ter of Columbus’s wife, affured him that in the 
Ifle of Puerto Sauto, he had feen another piece 
of wood, brought by the fame winds, and 
wrought in the fame manner ; and that he alfo 
faw fome very large Canes, every Joint whereof 
would hold three Azumbres, that is, near five 
Englifh Quarts of liquor. Columbus faid, he had 
heard the fame afferted by the King of Portu- 
gal, and that this Prince had fuch Canes, and 
ordered them to be fhowed to him: which Cv- 
lumbus fuppofed to have been brought on the 
Sea by the force of the wind, fince it» was not. 
known that there were any fuch in all the parts 
of Europe ; and he was confirmed in this be- 
lief, by Ptole:y’s faying in the firft Book, Chap. 
17 of his Geography, that there are fuch Canes 
in India. "Two Canoes, or Almadies, were found, 
which probably had been driven by the wind, 
as they were paffing from one Ifland to another ; 
and becaufe they never fink, they drove to the 
dxores. Antony Leme, in the Ifle of Madera, 
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affirmed, that having failed in his Caravel a con- 
tesiisle ral to the Weftward, he tancied he 
had feen three If{lands near the “place where he 
then was. An inhabitant of the Ifle of Madc- 
ra, in the year 1484, asked leave of the King 
of Portugal to go and difcover fome Land, 
which he iw ~ he had feen ev ery year, and al- 
ways after the fame manner. Thefe hints, and 
fome others mentioned by the Author, induced 
Colunius to attempt the difcovery of the Weft- 
Indies. ‘There are fome curious particulars re- 
lating to Columbus in the former Memoirs of Li- 
terature. See Columbo in the Index. 

Here follow fome other paflages out of this 


‘ 


1. I look upon Bartholomew de las Cafas as 
f the greateft Benefactors of Miraking 


one C WW $s 
and therefore it will be very proper for me to 
ob ferve, that Herrera commends him in feveral 


places, as an excellent Clergyman, who ufed 
his utmoft endeavours, both in the Weft-Indies 
and at the Court of Spain, to put an end to the 
cruclties exercifed upon the poor Indians. 


2. The following words are to be found in 
the firft Volume, pag. 277. “ Provifions now 
“ crowing fcarce, many of the Spaniards fell 


© fick ; but chat was worfe, by having to do 


eC with the — women, they contracted 4 
es diftemper, yon enough among the na 
“ tives, but altogether unknown tothem : ; which 
“ occafioned them to break out in blotches all 
© over their bodies, of which many died ; and 


“ orhers thinking to he cured by chang ging 
*¢ sir, returned into Spain, and fpread d the dl- 


temper there, “Ho owever, it pleafed God 
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6 that the fame place afforded the remedy, as 
“ is gave the evil: for, fome time after, an 
“ Indian woman, wife to a Spaniard, fhowed 
“ the ufe of the Wood called @uzyacan, which 
“ relieved them”. 
This pafflage confirms Dr. Frezud’s opinion, 
that the venereal difeate came originally from 
America. 


Lm 


Under the year 1513, the Author menti- 
ons a retharkable inftance of cruelty committed 
in the Ifle of Cuba. “Faises Velajquez ordered 
Panfilo de Narvaez, with one hundred men, to 
march through that Ifland, taking the above 
mentioned Bartholoimezo de las Cafas with him. 
The natives every where flocked to fee that un- 
known people, but more particularly four Mares, 
the fight whereof ftruck them with amazement. 
When the Spaniards came to Caonzo, about two 
thoufand Indians were fitting in a fquare open 
place upon their hams, as is ufual among them, 
looking upon the Mares with great confterna- 
tion. It was the cuftom, that the Commander 
in chief appointed a man to diftribute the pro- 
vifions the Indians gave. ‘* It happened that 
“ Narvaez, being mounted on his Mare, as the 
* mafters of the other three on theirs, and Fa- 
ther Ca/as looking on to fee how the provi- 
“ fions were diftributed, a Spaniard on a fudden 
“drew his fword, and all the reft, being one 
“ hundred, did the fame, and fell upon the In- 
“ dians, who, as has been faid, were fitting in 
“ the Square, gazing on the Mares with admi- 
“ration. Father C2/zs, and thofe that were 
“ with him, did all that in them was to put a 
n ftop to that mifchief, which might have been 

fooner done, had not Narvaez been of that 
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Cc 


























negligent difpofition, as has been obferved. 
“¢ However, the hurt done was confiderable. 
| “¢ Enquiry being made, who it was that drew 
i | “ his {word, and why; it could not be found 
nm *¢ out. But if it was the perfon fufpected, he 

i “¢ afterwards came to a miferable end. This 
“* being reported through the Ifland, all the na- 
“¢ tives fled by Sea,” &c. (Vol. II. pag. as— 
47.) 


La) 


t 4. It is well known, that the prodigious fear 
the Indians were in of the borfes and fire-arms 
of the Spaniards, did very much contribute to 
the conqueft of America. The following paf- 
fage fhows what terrible notions they had of 
iy thofe Animals. ‘‘ When thefe words had paf- 


Bo “¢ fed between them, /ays our Hiftorian, thofe 
| HF “ Indians (of Zaba/co) hearing the horfes that 
» “* were in the Court neigh, asked, what ailed 
iy “* the Zequanes, that is, thofe fierce things. Cor- 
i “ tes faid, they were angry, becaufe he had not 
i “* punifhed them feverely, for offering to make 
ih “© war with the Chriftians. They immediately . 
ii <° ordered many large Cotton-cloths, like blan- : , 


hi “* kets, to be brought for the horfes to lye on, | 
i *‘ and Fowls for them to eat, that they might 
it “be appeafed. They were never fatisfied with 








Tr “‘ gazing at, without daring to approach to fF 
i * them ; and defired they would forgive them, ) 

4 “* and not be angry, for they would always 

Mt “* be friends to the Chriftians’. (Vol. IT. pag. 

hi 185.) 







i I need not give a further Specimen of a Hi- 
iB ftory, the fubject whereof is fo entertaining, 
a and {ufficient alone to raife the curiofity of the 
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ARTICLE XXXIX. 


XENOPHON’s Epbefian Hiflory : or the 
Love-Adventures of ABROCOMAS and 
ANTHIA. In five Books. Tranflated 
from the Greek. By Mr.RooKE. Lon- 
don: Printed for F. Millan, at Locke's 
Head in Shug-Lane ; and the next Book- 
feller to the Horfe-Guards. 1727. In 
8vo. page. 112. 


HAVE mentioned the Greek Edition of this 
[ entertaining Book above, Art. XX VI. The 
Englifh Tranflation, made by an able Hand, will 
be very acceptable. It begins thus : 


Lycomepes, one of the moft powerful and 
wealthy citizens of Epbe/us, had, by his wife 
Themifio, of the fame city, a Son named Abro- 
comas, {fo exceedingly beautiful, that neither Jo- 
nia, nor any other country could ever boaft the 
like. His charms increas’d with his years ; and 
the gracefulnefs of his perfon, and the endow- 
ments of his mind, feemed to vie with each 
other for fuperiority : and tho’ he made all parts 
of polite Learning his ftudy, and feveral kinds 
of Mufick his diverfion, yet did h¢ not altoge- 
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ther neglect the manly exercifes of riding and 
martial “Gifcipline. By thete Accomplithments 
he endeared himitelf, not only to the Ephefians, 
but to all th e Afiaticks who had great hopes 
that he w oaild, one day, prove an eminent citi- 
zen. The} flattered his blooming youth with 
more than human honours: nay, fome were 
not wanting to proftr ate themfelves before him, 
and pay him adoration. Hence, he began to 
be pri oud of the endowments of his thind, but 
much more with the advantages of his perfon ; 
ind to defpife every thing faid concerning hi " 
as falling fhort of his real merit. No abje¢ 

was deemed worthy of his fight, nor any fab. 
of difcourfe worthy his attention: and if 


pe 
i Se yh 


he cl an erg to heur ot the charms of any Youth, 
or Virgin, he would tall into immediate laugh- 


oo 
ter at i jenorance of the relater, as not know- 
ing that all perfections of body and mind cen- 
tred in him. Love, he looked upon as no God, 


but altogether difdained and rejected him ; af- 
ferting, that none could be captivated by a Dei- 

‘Ys and enthralled againft his will. If at any 

ime he chanced to caft his eyes upon a Temple 
or Image of Love, he fmiled, and infinuated 
that his own beauty and excellencies were {upe- 
rior to any God of that fort. And this was the 
turn of his mind for along time ; for, where- 
foever he approached, he difdained to contem- 
plate, or even to beftow one glance on any Pi- 
cture or Statue whatfoever. But Love, a Deity, 
{tubborn, proud and inexorable, laid {nares for 
him ; and as he feemed fo hard to be fubdued, 
therefore armed with the keeneft of his artillery, 
and the moft exquifite of his poifons, he p- 
proached towards him, 
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The yearly feftival in honour of Dzana was 
held there, her Temple being icarce feven Fur- 
longs diftant from the city. “The virgins of that 
place, in their richeft attire, affifted at the cele- 
bration thereof ; as alfo the young men of the 
age of Abrocomias, who was in his fixteenth year, 
and had the chief place in that Solemnity. A 
mighty concourfe of people, as well ftrangers as 
citizens, were prefent ; and there the virgins 
were wont to look out for fpoufes, and the young 
men for wives. “The Proceflion moved regularly 
along ; the holy Utenfils, Torches, Baskets and 
Pertumes led the van, and were followed by the 
Horfes, Hounds and hunting Accoutrements, as 
well offenfive as defenfive. Each of the Virgin 
train behaved as in prefence of her Lover. They 
were led on by Anthia, the daughter of Mega- 
medes and Evippa, who far furpaffed the reft in 
beauty, and had now attained to the age of four- 
teen. The elegance of her drefs added nothing 
to the comelinefs of her perfon. Her golden 
hair was partly bound up in trefles, but the great- 
eft part thereof hung loofe, and {ported in the 
wind. Her piercing eyes carried mirth, as a 
maid ; but darted feverity, as an emblem of cha- 
tity. Her attire was a purple gown, hanging 
loofe from her wafte to her knees: the skin of 
a fawn girded it round, on which hung her 
quiver and arrows. She bore her hunting arms 
and javelins, and her hounds followed her. The 
Ephefians beholding her in the Grove, have often 
adored her as their Goddefs ; and the multitude 
viewing her, have cried out with amazement : 
{0 that there has been a ftrange confufion of 
Volces, one part affirming-her to be Diana her- 
felf} the other, one of her companions ; but all 
agreed 
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agreed in offering up their requefts to her, in 
paying her adoration, and pronouncing her pa- 
rents above meafure happy. Fair Authia was in 
every one’s mouth ; and, among the train of 
virgins then pafling by, none feemed to men- 
tion any Name but hers. Yet Abroconias no foon- 
er approached, with his retinue of young men, 
a moft agreeable fight! than her Idea flipt in- 
fenfibly out of the minds of each of them, and 
all eyes were fixed upon him. Aftonifhed with 
the fight, they fuddenly cried out, O beauteous 
Abrecomas ! incomparable in thy perfections! ex- 
prefs image of a God! Nay, fome of them pro 
ceeded to add, How equal would be the band 
between him and Authia! Thefe were the firft 
fymptoms of Love. But immediately after, a 
mutual efteem for each other feized them both ; 
and from that time, Anthia is in raptures at the 
fight of Abrocomas, and Abrocomas at the fight 
of Anthia ; who, till that inftant, had been 
unacquainted with the foft and tender pafl- 
on. &8c. 


ARTICLE XL. 


BrsHoP PARKER’s Hiffory of bis own 
time. In four Books. Faithfully tran- 
flated from the Latin Original, by Tuo- 
MAS NEWLIN, M. A. Vicar of Beeding 
in Suffex, and late Fellow of Magdalen 

College 
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College in Oxford. London ; Printed for 
Charles Rivington, at the Bible and Crown 
in St. Paul’s Church-yard. 1726. in 8vo. 
pagg. 424. befides the Index. 


EN of different principles and parties are 

apt to differ in their accounts of hiftori- 
cal faéts, and in their judgment about them. 
The Memoirs of Bifhop Parker, and thofe of 
Bifhop Burnet, are an inftance of it. I fhall not 
undertake to mention all the differences of thofe 
two Writers: I confine myfelf to two or three. 
Bihop Burnet condemns the two wars of 
Charles II. with the Dutch, as being unjuft 
and {candalous : Bifhop Parker fays they were 
very lawful. ‘The former {peaks well of that na- 
tion: the latter is far from exprefling any efteem 
for them. The Bifhop of Salisbury reprefents 
Archbifhop She/dow as a Court-Bifhop, a Politi- 
cian: but, according to the Bifhop of Oxford, 
he was an excellent Prelate. The character he 
gives of him, appears to me fo beautiful, that I 
fhall infert it in this place. Archbifhop Sheldon 
“ was a man of eminent piety ; for though he 
“ was frequent and affiduous in prayers, yet he 
“ was not fuch an admirer of them, as fome 
“are, nor did he fo much regard the bare wor- 
“fhip, as the ufe that was made of it: and 
“therefore he judicioufly placed the fum of 
* Religion in a good life. He ufed, in his 
“ daily difcourfe to his family and friends, to 
“ tell that they fhould take care not to deceive 
je themfelves by a half and imperfect Religion ; 
n that they fhould not think that all the fervice 
~ Of God was confined within the cloifters and 
£° walls 
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© walls of the Church, but rather that a great 
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part of it was converfant abroad in the world, 
and amoneft focieties of men. That if they 
lived juftly, foberly and chaftly, then at 
length, and not before, they might think 
themfelves pious : that otherwife it mattered 
not of what Church or Religion wicked men 
were ; and therefore he greatly delighted 
himfelf with this Saying, and always {poke it 
with exultation: Do wel, and be merry. For 
he thought it the only bufinefs and comfort 
of life, that the value of every thing depend- 
ed upon that, and availed nothing without 
it. Therefore, next to Atheifts and Fana- 
ticks, he defpifed that difdainful fort of men, 
who would have all the duty of man placed 
in the ceremonies and offices of worfhip ; and 
becaufe perhaps they are oftner at prayers than 
others, therefore think themfelves better. He 
ufed to fay, that thefe men were not fo pious 
as weak, not having judgment to difcern what 
is right and what is wrong, what is good 
and what is evil: for that prayers indeed had 
great force and efficacy in them, as helping 
us to obtain the affifting grace of God, and 
cherifhing a ftrong and lively reverence ot 
God in our minds : but that even prayers 
were in vain, unlefs we proceed farther. 
That the Eucharift (which is the principal 
part of Chriftian worfhip) is indeed a Sacra- 
ment of the Chriftian Law, and that this Law 
confifts of offices of mutual charity and kind- 
nefs ; and that therefore he is the beft Chri- 
{tian, who is the moft kind and charitable to 
Mankind ; that the greateft charity is exer 
cifed by juftice ; for charity is due to all men, 
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without which no fociety can fubfift, and 
which preferves the peace and tranquillity of 
the whole world. ‘That other virtues are but 
fubfervient to this ; and that thofe great vir- 
tues, liberality and munificence, are but theft - 
and rapine without it. And therefore he 
often uled to admonifh young Noblemen and 
Gentlemen, (of whom a great many flocked 
to him, by the command of their parents, ) 
Take care Cfaid he) to be good and virtuous in 
the firft place, and then be as ptous, and as 
much devoted to Religion as you will. No piety 
can bring any advantage to you, or ai iY Oe» 
without probity of lift and morals : per God 
gives no reward to idol-worfoippers, netiber 
can any benefit arife from a barren piety. But 
if men fincerely rejolve with thempelves firft to 
lay the foundations of Religion in a good life, 
that wil caufe them to delight in the worflip 
of God, and their duty to men, And if he 
could be provoked at any thing, it was at the 
counterfeit devotion of wicked men, which 
he could hardly bear ; and he was wont to 
call them the difgrace of God and men. And 
he was greatly grieved, that in the whole 
courfe of bis long life, he had obferved ve- 
ry bed men under the mask of sailing and 
the pretence of ftricter piety, carrying on 
the fecret defigns of ambition ; of whom in 
the general he faid, we were to beware, as 
of fo many thieves and cheats.-— 

“ Such good opinions of Religion concur- 

ring with fo good a difpofition of nature, 
how large an increafe of virtues muft fuch 

excellent feed is, fown in fo rich a foil, pro- 
duce! Hence proceeded that even tranquil- 
lity of mind, through which, in both a pro- 
** {perous 
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fperous and adverfe fortune, he was always the 
fame, and ftill like himfelf; being equally 
proot againft the weapons of adverfity, and 
the wiles of profperity, and ever conftant and 
regular; and one that had life at command, 
but not incontinent; he neither fear’d nor 
wifh’d for death; liv’d pleafantly to himfelf, 
and to other men ; neither did he place any 
other happinefs in this prefent life, than that 
he could prudently bear, and even enjoy it, 
thro’ the hopes of a better ; for with that 
hope he accounted it pleafant and agreeable, 
but without it intolerable; and fo he died 
with the fame evennefs of mind with which 
he livd; nor did he depart from his ufual 
cheerfulnefs, which was fupported by a good 
life, till his foul departed from his body. 
“¢ From a tranquillity of mind, naturally ari- 
fes courtefy and affability of behaviour ; for 
he who pleafes himfelf, delights to pleafe o- 
thers, and equally rejoices in his own and 
other mens happinefs ; therefore he was eafy 
and free in his converfation with every one, 
never Cif poflible) let any one go difcon- 
tented from him, unlefs it were by their un- 
willingnefs to leave him. He was both plea- 
fant and grave amongft his domefticks, go- 
verned his Family both with authority and 
kindnefs : we all reverenced him, and none 
{tood in fear of him. If at any time there 
was occafion for a fevere rebuke, (to which 
he feldom and unwillingly proceeded) his dif- 
courfe was a mixture of a becoming gravity, 
and a Socratick fweetnefs. He would have 
his houfe always open for hofpitality, and his 
table decently and elegantly covered, without 
| * Juxu- 
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luxury ; whereunto illuftrious perfons reforted 
in great numbers, that they might enjoy the 
pleafure of his convertation : for he feafoned 
all his entertainments with grave and faceti- 
ous difcourfe, and {poke to each of his guefts 
courteoufly and pleafantly ; and all went away 
obliged with his fingular humanity ° 


Nothing can be more glorious to Great Bri- 


tain, than “the foll lowing p paflage of Bifhop Park- 


er 5 


; and therefore I fhould be guilty of a confi- 


derable fault, if I took no notice of it. ‘“* The 
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Ifland of Great Britain (fays the Author) is 
fo conveniently fituated by the favour of na- 
ture, that it may not only govern at home, 
but abroad, if it pleafe. For fince it abounds 
in frequent and convenient harbours ; from 
the number and convenience of its harbours, 
trafick and commerce arife ; and from traf- 
fick a fleet of fhips, and a multitude of fea- 
men; and upon thele depends the chief power 
at fea. And he that has the dominion at fea, 
may extend it as far as he will, and make him- 
felf- Arbitrator of peace and war between the 
neighbouring Princes. And this dominion at 
fea is the fingular prerogative of the Kings 
of England ; which makes them peter se 
and Guardians of the peace of Europe. ‘They 
have no occafion to extend their Empire into 
foreign Nations ; for conquefts beyond fea are 
not fecure, but always a burden and charge to 
the Kingdom. But the Lord of the Ocean 
may rule beyond the bounds gf his own do- 
Minion, from the rifing to Me fetting of the 
fun. And tho’ it be not nacelle to fubdue 
* foreign Nations ; yet to guard our neighbours 
from the invafions of others, is truly : a great 
Octozer 1726. R ** and 
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6 and moft beneficial part of Empire. Hence 
‘¢ I think it more glorious, to be able to keep 
“¢ off an enemy from another’s Kingdom, than 
“ +> overcome him ourfelves. Neither do I 
“¢ think it fo great a merit, to have fubdued ten 
‘* Kingdoms, as to have delivered one from op- 
“¢ preflion and bondage. ‘Thus the Kings of 
“© England may excrt as it were a divine bene- 
“© yvolence towards mankind : for as they have 
“© no occafion to hurt any one ; fo they have it 
“¢ in their power to aid and relieve the diftref- 
*¢ fed. ‘This is a power, which the whole world 
cannot equal : nor is the method of exerci- 
fing it lefs admirable ; inafmuch as the name 
of a Deliverer is far more glorious than that 
of a King”. 


cc 
ts 
cc 
ec 


What the Author fays againft the Proteftants 
of France, about their religious wars in the fix- 
teenth Century, is very hard, and ill grounded, 
and has been confuted by feveral able Writers, 
particularly by Mr. Bayle, againft the Jefuit 
Muaimbourg. Certainly thofe unfortunate Prote- 
{tants, many of which rather chofe to fuffer a 
cruel death than betray their Confcience, de- 
ferved a better ufage from an Englifh Bifhop. 
I can by no means approve the notions of that 
Prelate againft liberty of confcience. Were he 
{till alive, he would find himfelf confuted by 
the great tranquillity of this nation, arifing part- 
ly from that liberty which he condemns. I re- 
ally believe, that the liberty granted to the Non- 
conformifts, will in time bring them over into 
the pale of the Church: which would be no 
{mall advantage to the Proteftant Caufe. Peter 
Waifh, a learned Francifcan, told Bifhop Burnet 
feve- 





ArT. 41. of LITERATURE. 263 


feveral times, that there was nothing the Ro- 
man-Catholics were more afraid of, than to fee 
a reunion of the Non-conformifts with the 
Church of England. It feems to me, that ac- 
cording to the principles of the learned Bifhop 
Parker, the Reformation might have been law- 
fully oppofed in feveral countries. 


Thefe Memoirs begin with the year 1660, 
and end at the time when King Charles the Se- 
cond acquainted the Parliament with Oates’s con- 
{piracy. The Readers will find in this Book, 
not only what happened in England, but alfo an 
account of the public tranfactions abroad, fome 
of which are very entertaining. 
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A GramMAR of the Latin Tongue. By 


SOLOMON Lowe. London. 1726. Sold 
by F.Wyat, S. Ballard, F. Osborn, F. 
Downing, and F. Noon. in 8vo. 


M* Lowe complains, that the want of 


good Latin Grammars is a great obfta- 

cle to the learning of that language. ‘“‘ The 
“ generality of mafters, /ays be, ever fince the 
** reign of King Henry VIII, have been con- 
“ tent to look upon themfelves as obliged to 
“ ufe that Grammar, which, by his authority, 
“* was then ordered to be taught in all the 
R 2 “¢ {chools 
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“© {chools of his realm ; though, in the preface 
*‘ thereto, it is exprefly declared, that it was 
“ not defigned thereby to exclude a better way 
“© when found, but only in the mean fea{oh to 
© forbid a worfe”. ‘The Author being perfua- 
ded that it is very proper to have a better Gram- 
mar than we are at prefent provided with, begs 
leave to offer his own. He thinks it to be not 
only foorter, plainer, and better contrived, (both 
for the ufe of Critics, and initiating of children) 
than any of the leffer [yftems defigned for the fer- 
vice of {chools ; but alfo more comprebenfive than 
all the largeft Grammars, and grammatical com- 
mentaries put together. In order to make it fo, 
Mr. Lowe has {pent a great deal of time about 
it, and diligently ufed all the helps that could 
be had from Books, converfation and correfpon- 
dence by way of Letters. 


The Author gives the following account of the 
method he has obferved. “ As to the Rules 
** themfelves, /ays be, I have all along endea- 
** voured to exprefs them as concife as poffible, 
** yet in fuch a manner that the fenfe might 
*¢ ftrike the mind fooner and furer than if they 
“* had been exprefled in more words: and by 
** the experience I have had of them for feve- 
** ral years, I do not find they can be expreffed 
** in any words, to anfwer all the purpofes of 
“* inftruction better. As to the Difpofition of 
** them, I have prefented them, as in a Piéture, 
** to fenfe and imagination, in order to affift 
** memory and judgment ; having drawn up the 
** Dodirine of every great article in oppofite 
“* Pages, to be taken in at one view ; and pla- 
** ced the fundamental Rules in Text, at the 
top of each, tor the inftruction of Beginners 5 
** the 
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“ the lefs-neceffary being fubjoined in Subtext, 
“ for the improvement of the more-advanced : 
* to which, for the entertainment of the Curi- 
“ ous, I have added fuch Lifts as are not fo 
“‘ effential to the body of the work, in a Sup- 
‘¢ plement and Appendix ; and, for the ufe of 
“ Critics, have given proofs, illuftrations, exam- 
“ ples, and other ufeful obfervations in Notes, 
“ referred to by fuperior figures : and, that the 
“ whole might be eafy to confult, I have difpo- 
“¢ fed every thing, in each of thefe, according 
“ to the nature of the matter, or in the order 
“© of the alphabet”. 


This Grammar is very much commended by 
Mr. Zurner, Mafter of the Free«School in Col- 
cheer ; Mr. Ward, Mafter of a private School, 
and Profeflor of Rhetoric in Gre/bam College ; 
Mr. Burman, Profeffor of polite Learning in the 
Univerfity of Leyden ; and Mr. Yorrenius, Rector 
of the Latin College in the fame City. Their 
honourable Teftimonials have been prefixed to 
this Book. 


The late Mr. Fames Cappel, Son of the fa- 
mous Lewzs Cappe/, publifhed a Latin Grammar, 
which contained only the Declenfions and Con- 
jugations, with fome few rules. He taught his 
Scholars in England all the other rules, as there 


was occafion for it, in explaining to them the 
claffic Authors. 


Among the foreign Latin Grammars, the fhort 
one of Port-Royal feems to me to be proper for 


beginners. 
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ARTICLE XLI. 


LETTRES choifies de Mr. Simon Tyssot 
DE PaTor, Profeffeur Ordinaire en Ma- 
thematiques dans |’ Ecole Illuftre de De- 
venter en Over-Yffel, Ecrites depuis fa 
jeunefle jufqu’ a4 un age fort avancée, a 
differentes perfonnes, & fur toutes for- 
tes de fujets. A la Haye, chez Mat- 
thicu Roguet. 1727. 


That is, 


SELECT LETTERS of Mr. Stmon Tys- 
sot DE Patot, Profeffor of Mathema- 
tics in the Illuftrious School of Deven- 
ter in Over-Yilel. Written to. different 
perfons, and upon all forts of fubjedts, 
from bis youth to a far advanced age. 
Hague. 1727. Two Volumes in 12°. 
page. 515.8 580. befides two In- 
dexes. 

Ts Author himfelf gives us the character 


of his Letters : he fays that he has diver- 
fified 
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fified the matter, for fear of tiring the Readers 
with a ftyle too uniform ; and that the merry, 
_ the burlefque, the gallant and the ferious ftyles 
dre in fome meafure interfperfed every where 
one with another. And becaufe the freedom of 
his Letters to fome Ladies might make him 
fufpected of having had amorous intrigues ; he 
protefts, that fuch a fufpicion would be altoge- 
ther groundlefs. I fwear by Heaven, fays he, 
and I take the Earth to witnefs, that I have al- 
ways hated vice ; and that as I fhould be ex- 
tremely vexed, if it could be objected againft 
me that I was at any time too much in drink, 
I fhould die with grief and confufion, if from 
the moment that I had a wife, (before twenty 
years of age) I had ever been too free with any 
other woman. 

Mr. De Patot further fays, that he might be 
charged with having different notions from thofe 
of the Vulgar in point of Religion ; but that he 
has no opinion contrary to the rules of good 
Morals ; and that nothing has been dearer to 
him, during the courfe of his life, than the pra- 
&ice of Virtue. One may eafily perceive that 
Mr. De Patot has a great talent for writing Let- 
ters. Here follow fome paffages out of the firft 
Volume. 

Pag. 24. In a Letter from Bois-/e-Duc, the 
Author commends that Town upon feveral ac- 
counts, and then he adds: “* But, Sir, what 
chiefly pleafes my father, who is a true If 
“‘ raelite, my good mother, my pious confort, 
“* and my inconfolable fifter, is, that among 
€* our’ Paftors we have Mr. B. who is the moft 
“eloquent and moving man that I-know. He 
“ charms his hearers with his Sérmons ; and 
R 4 his 
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“¢ his prayers, either at Church, or to fick peo- 
“© ple, at whofe houfes I have heard him pray 
“ upon different fubjects, are inimitable. ’Tis 
‘¢ nity that eloquent tongue fhould be directed 
“© only by the rules of Oratory, and that the 
€- heart has no fhare in it. Few Doétors can 
“ exprefs themfelves in public with greater Em- 
6° phafis, efpecially when the queftion is about 
“ the myfteries of Religion ; and few impious 
“¢ men profane them in private more than he 
© does. He himfelf laughs at the ftrongeft ar- 
“¢ suments he makes ufe of to prove the truth 
“¢ of thofe myfteries, and ridicules what is moft 
6 holy and facred in Chriftianity. Which ap- 
*° nears to me to be fo pernicious, that I fhould 
“ be extremely vexed to truft that fecret with 
“ any body, efpecially in this Town, where 
6° there is a vaft number of Papifts, who would 
€¢ take occafion from thence to add to the name 
€¢ of Schifmatics, which they beftow upon us, 
“ that of Atheifts or Libertins : and I would 
s* by no means have mentioned it to you, were 
¢ J not informed that there is a talk of calling 
6° him to Middelburg, and that I, hope this will 
© 90 no farther”. 

The Author does not fay, whether that irre- 
ligious Clergyman was for Perfecution. He ob- 
ferves (pag. 28.) that he fent for the fame Pa- 
ftor at four of the clock in the morning, to 
baptize his child, who died two hours after bap- 
tifm ; and that this Minifter was feverely cen- 
fured for it. Nay, that affair was carried to 
the Synod, where he ran the hazard of being 
fufpended for fome months : but he avoided that 
difgrace, by protefting that he knew not fuch 
an Ecclefiaftical difcipline was-fo ftri@ly. obfer- 
ved in this country, and promifing to conform 
to 
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to it for the time to come ; that is, never to ad- 
minifter baptifm in a private houfe. 


Pag. 83. ‘* The fear I am in of death, is, if 
« you will, a weaknefs, which I cannot con- 
« ceal from you ; nor can the ftudy of Morals, 
“ nor the choiceft precepts of the moft cele- 
‘6 brated Authors among the Antients, nor the 
“contempt which the Heathens exprefled for 
“ death, cure me wholly of that apprehenfion. 
“ However, don’t think it is a childifh fear, 
“ which prevails in me, and will make me go 
“ ¢ ftep backward at the approach of that de- 
“ ftroyer of mankind. Not at all. I {peak in- 
“ genuoufly, and am not like, I dare not fay 
“ all, but moft of our Chriftians, who are wil- 
“ ling to dié, in order to be with Chrift ; who 
“ talk of going out of this world into another, 
“ as of a trifle ; whofe fentiments are at the 
« bottom fo contrary to what they would make 
“ ys believe, that they tremble at the leaft in- 
“ difpofition, confult all the Phyficians of a 
“Town, and make an Apothecary’s fhop of 
“their belly, (whereas I laugh at /culapius 
“ and all his medicaments) and who fometimes 
“ die before their time, out of fear of dying. 
“ My fear is grounded upon Philofophy and 
“ Knowledge ; fo that though I can encounter 
“- Atropos, yet when I confider that fatal fepa- 
“ ration of the foul and body, I find in it fome- 
"thing fo terrible, that I am forced to fay: 
© Death is the King of terrors. The greateft 
“ comfort I get by it, is, that no one is free 
* from.death, and that it is a tribute which all 
“ Monarchs, as well as Slaves, muft indifpenfa- 
* bly pay to nature. It would be difficult to tell 


“* you 
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“* vou here all that I think upon this head; nor 
“ js it neceflary for me to do fo”. 


Pag. 243. “ Sir, I cannot apprehend, how 
« Merchant, as you are, much acquainted with 
« the world, can be offended at the weakneffes 
« of Clergymen, fince there is nothing more 
«* common than to fee thofe Gentlemen com. 
«© mit extravagances, and give up themfelves to 
«« the fame vices, for which they reprove their 
« hearers fo feverely. However, what you tell 
« me of them, is but a trifle at the bottom: 
«¢ there are many other inftances of their extr2- 
« yagant behaviour ; but it would be impoffible 
“to give you a particular account of them. 
« You know the hiftory ofthat (Dutch) Minitfter 
« of Heteren, whom they were at laft obliged to 
« depofe in his old age, for his prodigious 
« drunkennefs. We have had a Refugee of 
« the fame character, who notwithftanding his 
« mad pranks, which obliged the Regency to 
“¢ confine him to Kampen, where he had not 2 
“ better reputation than here, appeared never- 
‘‘ thelefs.to me fincere enough to give credit to 
‘¢ a ftory he told me about a Minifter of his 
<¢ country, who after the death of the Curate 
“© of the Village where he lived, contrived the 
“¢ matter fo, that he prevailed with the Roman 
“‘ Catholics to chufe him for their Paftor, up- 
““ on condition that he fhould alfo continue to 
‘preach every Sunday for the Proteftants. He 
“‘ would doubtlefs have ated that double part 
“for the time to come, if the Synod, being 
‘“‘ informed of it, had not prevented it. The 
“ fmall wages he had, were probably the caule 


“ of that blunder : he was lefs guilty upon this 
sate 
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« account: however, that action in itfelf was 
# not at all pardonable. 

« He who ran away within thefe few days 
¢ with a country-woman, though he had a wite 
« and children, is not more excufable. And I 
« don’t think we can juftify that Minifter, whom 
«you faw lately at my houfe, who after he 
« had got his maid with child, {wore upon the 
« Gofpel that he never knew her : but at laft a 
« remorfe of confcience made him confefs his 
« fin: he married that. creature ; and then he 
« was called to Doesburg, and from thence hi- 
« ther. I fhould be afhamed to name to you, 
«a3 I might eafily do, many facrilegious men, 
“adulterers, gluttons, covetous and impious 
“men, and other like monfters, who were 
“thought to be the moft honeft men in the 
“ world”. 

“°Tis matter of fact, that no Students in the 
“ Univerfities are more diforderly, and more ad- 
“ difted to their unruly appetites, than thofe 
“that are defigned for the Miniftry. One 
“would think, they fhould then throw off all 
“their venom, and be born again, if I may fay 
“fo, when they begin to wear a Band, (em 
“ prenant le petit colet}) and abound as much in 
“ Chriftian. virtues, -as they had dftinguifhed 
“themfelves before by their fcandalous aétions. 
“ But there is no fuch thing. For one, who 
«is reclaimed, there are two who perfift in 
;, weir ill courfes, who are proud and haughty, 

who, though of mean extraction, and raifed 
“to their office by public contributions, yet 
we mad, if they have not the firft place in 
, 2 companies, and are at moft honeft men in 
, appearance ; which makes them hated and de- 
-Apifed by every body ; fo far, that a man of 
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“ any note takes it as a difhonour, to have q 
« Minifter in his family. 

s‘ I could alfo give you an account of the 
« diforderly lives of thofe of the oppofite party 
« (the Roman Catholics) for I know enough of 
« them to fill up a Book larger than the Mar- 
« tyrology : but it would be needlefs. ( Here J 
omit a filly flory, related to the Author by a 
« Roman-Catholic Prief.) However, purfues 
«« Mr. De Patot, we ought not to be furprifed 
at it ; for befides that thofe men are bred up 
«« in bigotry and fuperftition, there is no Com- 
«¢ munion in which fuch Clergymen have not 
been feen, and even worfe than thofe who 
make the fubjeét of this Letter. There have 
been falfe, as well as true Prophets. Out of 
twelve Apoftles, one was fo wicked as to be- 
tray his Mafter, another fo imprudent as to 
« deny him, and two fo fimple as to defire to fit 
“ next to him in his Kingdom”. 
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I have read the following obfervation in a 
modern Author of fome Effays written in the 
Englifh tongue. If I don’t name him, ’tis be- 
caufe I am afraid of miftaking his title. That 
Gentleman obferves, that the two laft Apoftles 
juft now mentioned, who difcovered their am- 
bition, were alfo the very fame, who defired 
that fire fhould come down from heaven to con- 
fume the Samaritans. I mention this obferva- 
tion for no other reafon, but becaufe it is an un- 


common one. 


“ Religion (continues Mr. De Patot) is a 


‘‘ good thing, though thofe who teach us its 


“ doctrines, have great imperfections. Let us 


“ endeavour to live a good life : let us follow 
“ our 
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« our Dire€tors, when they lead us into the 
« paths of virtue, and leave them when they 
«go aftray ”. 


I thall add a reflexion to this paflage of our 
Author. A Clergyman of no honefty, is the 
more dangerous ; becaufe ’tis generally his inte- 
reft to exprefs a great zeal againft erroneous 
people, and to approve violent means againft 
them. I took notice beyond Sea that all thofe 
Divines, even among the Roman Catholics, who 
were men of great virtue and true merit, were 
alfo great enemies to all manner of perfecution. 
Such was (for inftance) the late Mr. Saurin, 
Minifter of the French Proteftant Church at 
Utrecht. Such are Mr. ‘Fobn Alpbonfus Turretin, 
and the other learned Divines of Geneva. 


Pag. 482. In a Letter to Mr. Le ‘feune, a 
man of great Learning, who died in his youth, 
as I was told in Holland, Mr. De Patot tells 
him: “ You will not allow that Divinity, Ju- 
“ rifprudence and Phyfic ftand in need of Ma- 
“thematics, notwithftanding the convincing 
“proofs I have given of it. Indeed, I am 
“difpleafed with you upon that account, and 
“you deferve I fhould revenge myfelf, by ap- 
“ pealing from your fentence to the Tribunal 
“of Geometry, where you would be infallibly 
“condemned. I hope, you will repent of it, 
“fince I am perfuaded that you will have no- 
“ thing to anfwer to what I fhall tell you upon 
“this fubjecét by word of mouth, before two 
“ Lents are over. But fuppofe what I main- 
“tain to be true, fhould not be fo ; I might 
~ as well commend my trade, as that Prehae 
66 re) 
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“¢ of Puy-Laurens + commended his, when he 
“ affirmed in a public Oration, that it was ab. 
“ folutely impoffible to underftand the New Te. 
“ ftament, without learning Homer before”. 


It is none of my bufinefs to enquire, whether 
Mathematics are of any great ufe in Theology, 
I fhall only obferve, that Mathematical Divine 
have been fometimes ftrangely miftaken in Theo. 
logical matters. 


In the 97 Letter, written from Amfterdam, 
Mr. De Patot {ays that he was invited to dinner 
by Mr. Reland, a Minifter of that City. “ Be. 
<‘ fore we parted, /ays the Author, he gave me 
“to underftand that he was not very well 
<“ pleafed at Amfterdam, by reafon of many 
“‘ hypocrites, (Zartufes}) who, under the cloak 
“ of devotion, having no other way to makes 
“ fhow, flock to all the Churches, in order to 
“examine what the Minifter fays ; and if he 
“‘ happens to fay any thing they don’t like, 


_ or to differ from their opinion in explaining 


“ his text; (which feldom fails to happen at eve- 
“ ry Sermon) they don’t fcruple to attack him 
“* impudently in the ftreets, and to force him to 
** fatisfy them immediately, or to carry them to 
“ his houfe, where they engage him in a difpute, 
“* the end whereof he can hardly fee, and which 
“ draws upon him the hatred of thofe Rafcals, 
“who fpeak ill of him every where, and give 
“him a great deal of trouble”. 





+ A Town in Languedoc, where there was a Prot 
ftant Academy. 
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Iam very well pleafed with the Author’s in- 
dignation againft thofe hypocrites. Nothing 
can be more rude and infolent than fuch a pro- 
ceeding : no well bred man would ufe a Preach 
er with fo much indecency. Such a liberty 
ought by no means to be allowed: our Divines 
would be plagued every Sunday with imperti- 
nent queftions : there would be no end of it. 


« J intimated to him, continues Mr. De Pa- 
“ tot, that this {mall evil was well compenfated 
“ by an allowance of two thoufand Florins a 
“ year, befides other profits, and the honour 
“ of living in the capital City of our Provinces. 
“ But he plainly fhowed me, that a Country- 
“ Minifter had more in proportion than they, 
“ by reafon of the rent of houfes, which is 
“exorbitant, and other neceflary expences. 
“From whence he concluded very ferioufly, 
“ in appearance, that if I had intereft enough 
“to get him called to Deventer, he would 


6 gladly go thither, and be very much obliged 
“ to me”. 


The Minifter juft now mentioned by Mr. De 
Patot, was the father of the late Mr. Reland, 
Profeffor at Utrecht, one of thofe few excellent 
men, who can make a fine ufe of Oriental 


Learning. 


I rroceep to the fecond Volume of thefe 
Letters. 


Pag. 64. Sir, *Tis in vain for us to fet up for 
free-thinkers. The natural weakneffes, foment- 
ed by education in our tender age, leave fuch 
deep veftiges in our brain, that years of difcre- 
tion cannot wholly efface them. We endeavour 
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in vain to forget the idle ftories of our nurfes, 
and to get rid of that terror, which has been 
excited in our minds by an account of the fight 
of fome imaginary phantoms : as foon as an ob- 
ject offers itfelf to our eyes, in which we dif- 
cover fome thing extraordinary, and the true 
caufe whereof is not immediately known to us ; 
we cannot forbear to afcribe it, either toa fu- 
pernatural principle, or to Demons, or at leaft 
to remain in doubt. What happened to you 
lately at Yelmuyden, is a convincing proof of 
this truth ; and I am more perfuaded of it than 
ever by an event, which deferves that I fhould 
give you an account of it. 

°Tis now a fortnight, fince a Gentleman who 
is a friend of mine, and lives two {mall leagues 
from this City, (Deventer,) having invited me 
to go and dine at his houfe, I went out of town 
as foon as the Gate was opened, that is, be- 
tween four and five in the morning, that I 
might avoid the heat, and enjoy the pleafure 
of the country all the day. As I was crofling a 
Coppice feven or eight hundred paces long, I 
faw upon the beaten road the following chara- 
cters, very neatly drawn, and about five inches 
in length: §: T: D: P: P: M:O: N: U: 
A defire of difcovering the fignification of thofe 
Letters made me ftop: I confidered them with 
great application, and found that the feven up- 
per ones were the initial Letters of my name 
and profeffion : (Sim. Zyffot De Patot Prof. Ma- 
them. Ordinarius). 

At firft I was ftruck with amazement. I knew 
not to what I might afcribe the caufe of that 
writing, in a place which appeared to me fo 
little frequented. A thoufand chimeras came 
into my head upon this occafion: but it was 
worle 
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worfe ftill, when after having racked my brains 
to find out the meaning of the two laft Letters 
placed under the others, I had a ftrong fancy 
that they fignified : Non Ultra. 

I mut not tell a lie: I was uneafy at it, and 
felt an emotion, which did very much increafe, 
when a Mag-py perching upon a trée juft by 
me, cried out fuddenly, two or three times one 
after another: Myn Heer fal *t gelagh betalen : 
My Mafter fhall pay the reckoning: and then 
fhe flew away. This circumftance confounded 
me, and made me fully believe that I was threat~ 
ened with fome difafter. I could not conceive 
that all thefe things fhould be natural : I found 
them too myfterious, and knew not what courfe 
to take. 

“As I was now and then looking back to fee 
whether any body came, I perceived a Man 
who fan up to me as faft as he could, with a 
eat knife in his hand. That man, who at firft 
ed to me to be a Phantom, was bareheaded 

and ill combed : his eyes were red and hollow: 
he had a large hawked nofe, and a very long 
beard : he was prodigioufly lean, without ftock- 
ings and fhoes, and partly wrapt up with a for- 
ty white blanket. Though I had a good fword, 
yet I did not find myfelf bold enough to expeét 
that furious man, as I would doubtlefs have done 
upon any other occafien : I ftept into the Wood, 
to make way for him. He was fcarce gone be- 
am the place where I ftood before, when I 
eard the voice of many people, whu called that 
Wretch as loud as ever they could. Where- 
upon ftepping forewards, I faw two men and a 
Woman, who ran full fpeed, and appeared to me 
to be very much alarmed. I enquired into\the 
teafon of it, and was informed by thofe peafants, 
Octozer 1726. S that 
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that they were the brothers of that poor Wretch ; 
that he had been out of his fenfes, and fome- 
times mad for many years, and that therefore 
they kept him chained : that he had broke loofe, 
and that before he ran away, he had got into 
the kitchin, and taken a knife, with which they 
were afraid he would do fome mifchief ; and for 
this reafon they had been running after him half 
an hour, without being able to overtake him, 
The joy I was in of being with fome of my 
fellow-creatures, put me upon a good work: | 
attended thofe poor people, and helped them to 
execute their charitable defign. And _ indeed, 
we compaffed it in a little time : my fword, of 
which he was afraid, and my promifing him that 
no harm fhould be done him, contributed. very 
much to it. In the mean time, we were got 
out of the Wood ; and before I left them, I faw 
Spyker Bos. 1 no fooner came thither, but the 
eagernefs with which every body ,endeavoured 
to procure me fome diverfion, made me forget 
for fome time what had happened to me in my 
journey. 

Breakfafting and drinking fome Coffee was 
the firft thing we did: afterwards we went a fihh- 
ing, and took many pikes and trouts ; but this 
only by the by. To be fhort, it ftruck twelve, 
and we fat down at table. 

Whilft we were eating, one of Mr. Creyt’s 
children comes in all in tears, and demands fa- 
tisfaétion for the wrong done him by the fon of 
Mr. de Bos Camp, who had juft before killed his 
Mag-py with a gun-fhot. The father, fome- 
what furprifed to hear this, fent immediately 
a fervant to know the circumftances of that 
matter, 
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_ The fervant came back foon after, and faid 
that the young Gentleman being gone abroad to 
fhoot {parrows, faw that Mag-py upon a tree, 
and killed her without knowing her. Every 
body appeared concerned for that accident ; and 
becaufe I could hardly comply with their gri- 
maces, my curiofity prompted me to ask them 
fmiling, how they came to be fo uneafy at the 
death of fuch a forry creature. 'They anfwered 
yery ferioufly, that they were not doleful with- 
out reafon, fince that Bird which they had kept 
fora long time, and which frequently vifited all 
the inhabitants of the. Village in one day, {poke 
like a Man, uttered a hundred pleafant things, 
and, among others, told the Maids in fuch a 
manner as made them break out into laughter 
So, fo, alweer de kan in de band? Lapt Caronie, 
tapt, Joop uae de kelder, drinkt met Gerrit. So, 
fo, Myn Heer fal’t gelagh betalen, &c. At thefe 


| words, I leave you to judge of my amazement : 


it was fo great, that every body perceived it 
immediately ; fo that I thought it was then time 
to'entertain the company with it. The thing 


s appeared extraordinary, and afforded fome divers 


fion. What ftuck to my heart ftill} ‘was the rid- 
dle about the Letters, wherein I pretended there 
was fome myftery. But the Tutor of that Gens 
tleman’s children told me then: Sir, it will not 
be. more ‘difficult to: make you eafy upon that 


}head, than upon the other. Afterwards he in- 


formed me, that having bought an Oration 
which T had newly printed, he took it the day 
before, and went to read it in the fhade of the 
heighbouring Coppice ; and that being tired with 
his meditation, he fat down upon the ground, 
and with the end of his ftick delineated the ini 
tal Letters of my name, which was prefixed to 
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that {mall Book, and that he added under them 
his own name, viz. N: U: which fignify Nico. 
las Uyloboom. 

You fee thereby, Sir, whether we ought to 
be hafty in drawing fad confequences from all 
events of that nature, which happen to us. As 
for me, I believe that prudence requires (con- 
trary to what I did in this cafe) that we fhould 
examine them patiently, and put off our judg. 
ment about them from day to day, fince it 
appears fooner or later, that they are mere 
trifles. 

Thus far Mr. De Patot. Any one who con: 
fiders, that whilft he had a ftrong fancy that 
the two Letters N. U. meant Non Ultra, he 
heard a Bird fay, You foal pay the reckoning, and 
then faw a Man run up to him, with a grea 
knife in his hand; any one, I fay, who cont- 
ders thofe three circumftances, muft needs be 
fenfible that Mr. De Patot was then in a very 
great fright. 


Pag. 124. He takes notice of a thing which 
he faw in North-Holland, and which I fhall in- 
fert here. We went (fays he) to Our Lady if 
Eylo (at fome difiance from Alcmar.) ‘There is 
in that place a fmall fquare Field, four or five 
hundred paces in compafs, where a Chapel ftood 
formerly. In the middle of that field they have 
fet up a Pillar, with a chain and a box faftened 
to it, into which devout people put their offer 
ings. One can hardly believe how many peo 
ple flock thither from all parts, above fifty leagues 
round, to perform their devotions in the Sum- 
mer ; nor can one imagine how many debalr 


cheries are committed. ‘The taverns, and - 
who 








os & 6h or ee ks oe os ke 
















































Ne 
Id 


ich 
ine 
yy 
e is 
five 
00d 
rave 
ned 
ffer: 
peo 
gucs 
ums 
baus 
| the 
hole 


Art. 42. Of LITERATURE, 281 


whole country, Tefound with the voices and mu- 
fical.inftruments of a thoufand people, who, 
whatever pretence they may alledge, go thither 
only for their diverfion. This is not a hear-fay ; 
the Author has been a witnefs of it. The con- 
courfe of fo many ftrangers (fays he) is doubt- 
lefs very beneficial to the inhabitants of that 


| place: befides, their alms are equally diftributed 


among the Reformed and the Roman-Catholics, 
The Author obferves, that in fome Villages of 
North-Holland, the Burgomafters and Aldermen 
are Roman-Catholics ; but that the Schout and 
the Secretary are always Proteftants. Thefe 
patticulars are perfectly new to me, though I 
have been in North-Holland. I don’t rememe- 
ber whether Mr. Miffon takes notice of them. 
The Liberty granted to the Roman-Catholics in 


| North-Holland about pilgrimages to Our Lady 


of Eylo, Cand alfo to St. Wikebrode’s Spring) is 
like that which they enjoy in England to. go 


and vifit St. Wenefrede’s Well. ~ 


Pag. 245. ‘The Author, in a Letter to one 
of his Brothers, a Phyfician at Utrecht, tells him 
how the Devil was driven away from_a houfe at 
Bruffels, which was {aid to be haunted with fpi- 
tits; Our Colonel Cfays he) was one day at the 


| Play-houfe at Bruffe/s ; and before the Aétors 


appeared, the Affiftants difcourfed about diffe- 
rent fubjefts. Thofe who fat behind him, re- 
lated furprifing things: for inftance, that they 
had feen a hammer in the air, which, without 
being fupported by any thing, drove a nail into — 
the wall ; ftones and afhes, which fell direétly 
upon them from the upper floor, though there 
was'no hole in it. Some fwore that they had 
been ftruck by an invifible hand); others, that 
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they heard frightful voices come out of the 
ground, and other like prodigies. Whereupon 
my Brother asked them, where fo many won. 
derful things had happened ? What! Sir, repli- 
ed they, are you pen of a thing, that 
makes fo great a noife all over the Town ? °Tis 
now three weeks at leaft, fince the Devils have 
taken poffeffion of fuch a houfe, in fuch a ftreet: 
nothing was ever feen like what they do in that 
houfe every day : there are as many witneffes of 
it, as inhabitants in this Town. Monks of ma- 
ny Orders have been there in a body, with 
Croffes and every thing elfe requifite in fuch ce. 


remonies ; but hitherto their prayers have been | 


ineffectual, fo that no body knows what will be 
the confequence of it. 

The next day, our Officer related this to his 
friend Mr. Caa/enbroot, and went with him to 
fee the Devil play his tricks. When they came 
to that houfe, they found it fhut up : many peo 
ple ftood ‘before the door; but becaufe they 
were only tradefmen, it was not thought pro 
per, in all likelihood, to do any thing for them. 
My Brother knockt very hard : a man looked out 
of the window, and feeing laced cloaths and foot- 
men with liveries, came down immediately to 
open the door. 

‘My Brother comes in, with a grave counte- 


nance, makes very low bows every where, un- | 


der pretence that the Mafter being invifible, he 
knew not in what part of the houfe he was; 


and addreffing himfelf to the Devil, and giving 


him the titles of great Lord, Imperial Majetty, 
Holinefs, powerful. Monarch, King of Hell, 
Prince of the air, &c. humbly befeeches him to 
be pleafed to appear, under any fhape he thinks 
moft proper, -before a man who was extremely 
| deli 
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defirous to fee him, to make him hear his fine 
voice, and fhow him fome of his tricks. The 
Houfe-keeper was enraged at it: he expreffed 
his uneafinefs, and gave my Brother to under- 
ftand, that if he went on thus, he might very 
well. repent for ridiculing a fa¢t, which fhould 
raife f€ar and devotion. But the Officer laughed 
at him, and feeing that he could obtain nothing 
by his entreaties from the Impoftor, (who was 
doubtlefs afraid that this intrepid Warrior would 
difcover his cheat) he {poke all of a fudden with 
another tone, and ftriking the walls with his 

cane, like a defperate man, as it were to: bring 

out the Impoftor he wanted to fee : Dog, faid 

he, Rafcal, Angel of darknefs, Profligate fel- 

low, Villain, you are only for playing your tricks 

before women, or filly and fearful people, who 

are not able to difcover your Monkifh cheats, 

that you may drain the purfe of fimple men, and 

abufe the credulity of the Public. Ill. make 

you change your note ; and if you have the im- 

pudence to appear again upon the ftage, whilft I 

am in Garrifon, Ill make every body fee that 

you are an Impoftor. : 

Thofe invectives, uttered by a Dutch Officer, 
that is, by a Heretic, frighted the company ; 
and being afraid the Devil would break their 
necks, as well as his, they ran away, and left 
him alone. He fpoke with fo much eagernefs 


and vehemence, that he was all in a fweat, and 


very hoarfe. It was_a rafh-and bold aétion in 
luech a country. However, what was the confe- 
quence of it? The Devil appeared no more. 
This was the talk of the whole town: every bo- 
dy pointed at the Exorcift where-ever he ap- 
peared, and cried out : There is the Man, who 
drove away the Devil. The Capuchins, and 
5 4 other 
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other Fathers, endeavoured in vain to make him 
difappear : he fhowed himfelf every day ; but 
fince that Officer threatened him, he has been 
quiet, and dares not appear to any body. 


ART. 42, 


For a fhort fpecimen of the Author’s ftyle, I 
fhall fet down the two following paflages in 
French. 


Vol. II. pag. 107. ** Mademoifelle, Vous 
“ne fauriez nier que je refulai de vous 
“‘ examiner la main, de crainte que je n’y 
“ decouvriffe des véritez que vous feriez marrie 
“ que l’on fcut : jeus beau faire neéanmoins, 
“© pendant que je regardois en gros les linéamens 
“° de celle de Madame votre belle foeur, o deux 
<< X marquoient fon age fur la ligne de vie, vous 
“¢ en aprochates la votre fi adroitement, fous 
“* prétexte de les confronter enfemble, mais en 
<¢ effet pour me la montrer, qu’outre deux X 
*‘ femblables jy apercus des unitez ou petites 
“ traces, qui en augmentoient le nombre de 
“<° quelques printems: & proche de la, j entre- 
*¢ vis un perfonnage, affez bien tourné, qui 
“° m’avoit la mine d’un Politique, & qui fem- 
*° bloit vous vouloir faire une paffe au colet. 
“¢ Prenez garde a vous, Mademoifellc, ne faites 
“¢ pas tant la difficile: les hommes font rares, 
“¢ & les X fe multiplient infenfiblement. Un 
** homme n’eft jamais vieux, a quelque age qu'il 
** parvienne, & il ne fait que commencer a vi- 
“* yre 4 cinquante ans, au lieu qu’une fille eft 
** yieille du moment qu’elle en a quarante. 


Cat 


La 


ao 


Pag. 264. “ Cependant, mon fils, que votre.ex- 

** traction ne vous donne point de vaine gloire: il 
‘© eft ce me femble ridicule de vouloir fe prévaloir 
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& du travail.de nos Ancétres, tandis que nous 
¢ reftons dans Poifiveteé, & que nous ne faifons 
“ rien, qui ne foit indigne de leur mémoire. 
“ La veritable Nobleffe c’eft la vertu, ou du 
« moins c’en eft la bafe, fans cet apui il eft im- 
«“ poffible qu’elle fe foutienne. Croiez moi, vous 
“ gurez plus de plaifir & plus d’ honneur d’ en- 
“ tendre parler de vos mérites, que d’ entrete- 
« nir les autres des actions de vos prédéceffeurs. 
«% Soiez toujours civil, honnéte, obligeant, vous 
“ attirerez par la l’eftime de tout le monde, & 
« on conclura qu’il faut que vous ayez de la 
“ naiflance, fi vous etes revetu de tant de bon- 
« nes qualitez ”. | 


Thefe Letters will appear agreeable and amu- 
fing: thofe in which there is nothing but wit, 
feem to me, generally fpeaking, to be the beft. 
The Author always loved to write Letters, 
(which is not very common among Men of 
Learning) and it will be acknowledged that he 
has a peculiar talent for it. 


The firft Volume contains 9g Letters, and 
the fecond 102. Many Readers will be of opi- 
nion that fome paffages fhould have been left out, 
as well as feveral Letters which the Author has 
not thought fit to publifh. 





ARTICLE XLIIL 


THE Lives of the Roman Poets. By. 
L. Crusrus, late of St. Fobn’s College, 
Cam- 
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Cambridge. In two Volumes. The firp 
Volume. London: Printed for the Ay. 


thor. 1726. 1n 4°. pags. 431. befides the 
Preface, the Introduétion, and the Index, 


rue Roman Poets are fo much efteemed, 

that the Curious muft needs be well pleafed 
with their Lives written by Mr. Crafizs : that in- 
genious Author could not have publifhed any 
Book more acceptable to the polite world. He 
has wifely avoided thofe learned difquifitions and 
critical niceties, which have taken up the time 
of fo many laborious Commentators ; and_be- 
caufe Poets are generally too una¢tive to furnifh 
out a bufy fcene, he rightly obferves that an ac- 
count of their Works feems to claim the chief 
place in this undertaking. Accordingly, he has 
attempted to fhow their beauties and their im- 
perfections, and to difcover an eafy and true 
method of diftinguiifhing them. In doing this, 
Mr. Crufius endeavoured, by proper remarks and 
quotations, to fet each Author’s diftinguithing 
character in a: true light : for (fays he) though 
there may be many qualities in which different 
Writers refemble each other, yet if we look 
more narrowly into the matter, we fhall find 
that almoft every one has fome remarkable Cha- 
racteriftick peculiar to himfelf, that diftinguithes 
his manner from the reft. To give an inftance 
of it : the curiofa felicitas of Horace, as the Cri- 
tics call it, is fpoken of by the generality of the 
Readers, as what characterifes his writings. But 
this is generally done in fuch loofe uncertain 
terms, that perhaps many of his admirers read 
him, without obferving wherein this excellency 
cone 
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confifts. Precept without example has but little 
effeét ; and therefore Mr. Crafius has taken care, 
py well chofen quotations, te illuftrate and con- 
frm the truth of the feveral obfervations, that 
are incidentally made in the courfe of this 
work. 3 

Among the Roman Poets, there are fome 
whofe works are either entirely, or for the moft 
part loft, and therefore not fufficiently known 
to be thoroughly examined, or illuftrated. The 
Author thought a general notion of them, in 
an Eflay by way of an hiftorical narration, would 
be more acceptable to the Reader, than a dry 
account of each feparately. 

He has not entirely followed the order of 
time, in placing the Poets ; the dramatic Wri- 
tings being left for the Second Volume ; and he 
gives fome reafons for it. 

‘In:the account of the Poets, Mr. Crufins is 
gone no lower than C/andian’s Life : the Weftern 
Empire falling about his time, and the Roman 
» HH Genius with it. , 
As the moft perfeét Roman Poets are not 
5 without fome faults, our Author has not con- 
cealed thofe imperfections, nor affected to ex- 
pofe them. He did not intend to write a Pa- 
hegyric, any more than a Satyr ; but to fhow as 
clearly and diftinétly, as may be, in what the 


Roman Poets fucceeded, and wherein they 
+ failed. | 


& . rw S$ Ff  ™S aaa _ - 


e : 

a Moft of the paffages quoted to illuftrate the 
e Poet’s ftyle and manner, are for the fake of 
ut the Englifh Readers attended with tranflations ; 
‘4 except fome few, the beauties af which could 
: Not appear in a tranflation. As we have very 
cd little of Statius in Englifh, the Author informs 
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the Reader, that he is obliged for the beft of 
thofe tranflations to a Gentleman, who, by rea. 
fon of his fingular modefty muft be namelefs, 
though his happy talent in Poetry may probably 
excite the Reader’s curiofity to know him. All 
that he can do, in juftice to him, and for the 
Reader’s fatisfaction, is to fubjoin to each tran- 
flation of that Gentleman, the initial and final 
Letters of his Name, J——rs. 


I proceed to the Author’s Introduction. Af- 
ter fome fhort obfervations on the origin of 
Poetry in general, the Readers will find an hi- 
{torical enquiry into the rife, progrefs and de- 
cay of Poetry among the Romans, What the 
Author fays upon that head, will perfectly fatisfy 
thofe who defire to know the hiftory of the 
Roman Poetry, and the different charaéters of 
the Roman Poets. In the next place, Mr. Cra- 


fius treats of the Verfification of the Romans, 


and demonftrates that Verfification in our mo- 
dern Languages is not to be compared to theirs. 
They who have reflected on this fubje@, will 
eafily guefs what he fays upon it. *Tis certain 
that our Poetry, both in Englifh and French, is 
far from having the fame harmony as the Ro- 
man : which is the reafon why we have recourfe 
to the wretched help of Rhymes. I fhould be 
very much for blank verfe ; but I with it could 
be made more harmonious than it has been hi- 
therto. The beauty of Verfification confifts in 
harmony. 7 
Mr..Crufius having mentioned the advantages 
of the Latin Poetry above the modern, makes 
this ingenious obfervation. ‘* With thefe ad- 
* vantages (fays he) it is not fo ftrange, me- 
‘© thinks, that the Romans were better able to 
&° make 
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“ make their words eccho to the fenfe, than 
s¢ the Moderns. It fhould rather feem wonder- 
“ fyl that fo few of them, befides Virgi/ in the 
“Heroic, Horace in the Lyric, and perhaps 
“ Jibullus, and fometimes Ovid, in the Elegiac 
“ meafures, have hit upon the true beauty of 
‘numbers ; fince it is very evident, that with 
% much lefs trouble, and lefs conftraint upon 
“ their expreflions, they were able to give an 
“harmonious and tuneable cadence to their 
“ verfes. If the Romans complained, as Ci 
“ cero, Quinttlian, Martial, and others did, 
“of the poverty, heavinefs and feverity of 
“theif Language, if compared to that copi- 
“ oufnefs, variety of numbers, and liberty of 
“ the Greek ; what muft we fay, who can but 
© be fenfible, that we are in all thofe refpeéts 
“ (1 {peak with relation to Verfification only ) 
much more inferior to them, than for what 
“ we can find they were to the Greeks? Of 
“whom Horace, having made the fame com- 
“‘plaint, fays : 


“ 'Grajis ingenium, Grajis dedit ore rotundo 
© Mufa loqui”. 


Afterwards Mr. Crafius difcourfes of the Poetry 
of Style, and maintains that it is that alone, and 
good Verfification, which chiefly recommends 
the Writings of the Poets. 


-Laftly, the Author examines whether Genias 
is requifite to the forming a fine fryle, and bow far 
that and Art contribute to the making a great 
Poet. Befides, he refolves this queftion : Whe- 
ther great genius’s want the affiftance of favoura- 
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ble times, or find means of exerting themfelves in 
the worft ¢ | 


Here follow the names of thofe Roman Poets; 
whofe Lives are to be found in this firft Volume. 
Lucretius : Catullus : Tibullus ; Propertius: Vir. 
gil: Horace: Ovid: Phedrus : Manilius : Lu. 
can: Perfius : Statius. The account I am go 
ing to give of fome parts of, Lucretius’s, Life, 
will make my Readers fenfible of the worth and 
merit of the Author’s Performance. 


Mr. Crafius having faid, that *tis highly” pros 
bable that Lucretius’s parents, obferving the: fine 
bent of his genius, and the progrefs he had. als 
ready made under his mafters, fent him, for his 
further improvement to. Athens, where ‘at. that 
time the Epicurean Philofophy was in great re- 
pute ; the Author, I fay, after this obfervation, 
goes on thus. ‘* It is remarkable, that. in this 
“ age, the men of the firft quality and moft di- 
“ f{tinguifhed merit in Rome, gave very: much 
“¢ into this Seét, as fome did into that of the 
“* Stoics, which in Nero’s time was grown ‘the 
** moft confiderable. We may further obferve 
** on this occafion, purfues our Author, that cone 
“< troverfies between thofe of different, Sects 
** were carried on with vigour enough on both 
“¢ fides, but without, animofity and bitternefs : 
“ they rallied one another fmartly, but gen- 
“* teelly ; and were good friends, though of dif- 
“¢ ferent opinions. And, notwithftanding. our 
** fuperior means of information trom Scripture 
“¢ may juftly make us defpife, as well as abomi- 
** nate, the Epicurean principles ; thofe Philo- 
“* fophers were noble enquirers into the works 


** of nature, free from paffion and prejudice, 
6c 
and 
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“ and.men of ftriét morals, endeavouring after 
“ happinefs, by acquiring a fettled tranquillity 
& of mind. ‘This they imagined beft attainable 
«“ by a ftrong and rational contempt of human 
“ sreatnefs, And it was {fo noble a motive, that 
“ drew men of Atticus and Brutus’s virtue and 
“ integrity, to fall in with their opinions, and 
“ embrace their doctrines”. - , 

The,.Poem of , Lucretius ( {ays our Author ) 
was always, efteemed by the .Antients:; and 
though he had many excellent Poets; contem- 
porary with him, yet he was allowed, to exceed 
them all in purity of ftyle, and fublimity of 
thought.; "The great excellency of his ftyle evi- 
dently appears from hence, that Virgé/, the moft 
correct of all Writers, has frequently imitated 
and ufed ‘this. expreflions. The di¢tion of that 
Poet is fo pure and elegant, and his. verfifica- 
tion, where the fubject-gives him the leaft feope, 
fo. noble.and founding, and his fentiments fo 
truly poetical, that one may venture to- fay, 
Poetry muft have declined among the’ Romans, 
had any but Virgz/ fucceeded him. | 

If we examine fome paflages of Lucretius, 
continues our Author, we fhall foon difcover 
the Poet, and regret that fo noble..a.-Mufe 
fhould labour under fo barren a fubjeét. Who 
can read the Invocation, without being fenfibly 
touched with an exquifite pleafure ? How fmooth- 
ly do his numbers flow, whilft he defcribes the 


| effets of love and concord, which he under- 
| flands by the name of Venus, whom he in- 


vokes ! 


Te dea, te fugiunt venti, te nubila cali 
Adventumque tuum, &c. Lib. I. v. 6. 
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I cannot infert the whole paflages quoted by 
Mr. Crufius : they would take up too much 
room. 


A little lower, there is a beautiful defcription 
of the God of war, forgetting in the embraces 
of Venus-all his rage and violence. 'The Poet 
prays for the peace of his country, diftracted 
with civil broils and domeftic diffention ; and 
alluding to the familiarity: between Mars and 
Venus, he intreats that’ Goddefs to exert her 
power over him. It is an excellent paffage, 
Lib. I. v. 30. 

Lucretius had frequent occafion, in his work, 
to refute the opinions of thofe who were con- 
trary to his doétrine. Our Author’ obferves 
how handfomely he behaves himfelf_ on thefe 
occafions, and how unwilling he is to detra 
from the merit of his adverfaries.. This gene- 
rofity of mind appears in that pafflage, where 
being to oppofe fome notions advanced by Em- 
pedocles, he firft gives him a fine character, Lib. 
I. v. 727. 

Mr. Crufius makes another obfervation upon 
that Poet, which will be very well approved. By his 
fublime manner (fays he) of treating a philo- 
fophical fubjeét, he has opened a nobler way 
to the perfection of the Epic ftyle, than any of 
his predeceffors ; and which has hardly been fol- 
lowed by any but Virgil. So that if he had not 
embraced the Philofophy of Epicurus, a fubject 
fo contrary to all poetical inventions, he was 
endowed with a genius capable of the nobleft 
performances ; his work abundantly proving him 
poffeffed of all the fire, the fublimity and har- 
mony of expreflion, and dignity of fentiments, 
requifite to adorn an Epic Poem. Th 
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The Author proceeds to Lucretius’s Defcripti- 
ons. He obferves they are generally bold and 
expreflive, and animated with the moft lively 
figures ; as that of Sicily, B.I. v. 412. The 
defcription of the Calf facrificed (Lib. IL. v.3 52.) 
and the Dam’s concern tor the lofs, has likewife 
its beauties, being extremely juft and pathetic. 
But that Poet’s defcription of the Plague at 4- 
thens, (Lib. VI. v. 1136.) is the moft finifhed 
piece of Poetry inthe world. Lucretius intend- 
ing to exert himfeif in his laft Book, invokes 
the Mufe to affift him. How terribly has he 
defcribed the firft coming of that plague, and 
its dreadful march from Egypt? The fymptoms 
of this ficknefs are ftrongly painted, as well as 
the fad effects arifing from its violence. If the 


“Reader (fays our Author) will compare this ac- 


count of the plague in Lucretius with that of 
Virgil in the Georgics, and Ovid in his Meta- 
morphofes, he will find nothing to Lucretius’s — 
difadvantage, though Virgi/ has loft no oppor- 
tunity of improving any beauties he found in 
his mafter. Mr. Crafius believes that Lucretius 
may be called Virgé/’s mafter, without any difpa- 
ragement to the Prince of the Roman Poets. 

He obferves, that Lucretius has but few 
comparifons ; it being an ornament his philofo- 
phical fubje€t would not eafily admit of: and 
yet, though he kept fo clofe to his fubjeé, his 
genius, in the beginning of every Book, feems 
to fhake off thofe fetters that would confine it, 
and rifes with a fpirit hardly equalled by any 
other writer. Sometimes it difcovers itfelf in 
anoble pity of the ignorance of mankind, blind- 
ed by fuperftition, and triumphs in the fancied 
polleffion of true wifdom and knowledge, com- 

OcTozer 1726. ee muni- 
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municated by the divine Epicurus. The Reader, 
though prepoffeffed againft Epscurus, will hardly 
forbear admiring him, when he comes to view 
that Philofopher in the light Lacretéus has placed 
him, in the following paflage : 


Humana ante oculos fede cum vita jaceret, &c. 
Lib. I. v. 62. 


In the beginning. of the fecond Book, he 
finely illuftrates the fatisfaction a wife man finds, 
when confcious to himfelf that he is not hur- 
ried along by the fame paffions and extravagant 
defires, that diftraét other men. The pomp of 
expreffion, and harmony of the numbers, are 
agreeable to the beauty of the thought. There 
are two comparifons in this paflage, fo noble 
and fo artfully interwoven into the difcourfe, 
that they add to the majefty of the ftyle: 


Suave, mari magno turbantibus equora ventis, &c. 
Lib. II. v. 1. 


How juft is the following contraft between 
the oftentation of luxury, and the fimplicity of 
a rural life ! 


Si non aurea funt juvenum fimulachra per edes, 
Lampades igniferas manibus retinentia dextris, 
: Lib. II. v. 24. 


The impatience of a Lover, and the impoff- 
bility of his being contented, though in full 
poffeffion of the beloved objeét, is ingenioufly 
fignified, B.IV. v.rogr. It fhows that we are 
never really content in the height of our enjoy- 


ments ; and therefore it may be made a motive 
to 
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to perfuade us to place our affections on fuch an 
object, whole perfections are large enough to 
fatisfy our utmoft wifhes, and excellent enough 
to fill the whole capacity of our foul with admi- 
ration and delight. But fuch an objeét (conti- 
nues the Author) is not to be found in the er- 
roneous and impious doctrines of Epicurus. He 
further obferves concerning this and the pre- 
ceding paflage, that they fully juftify Epzcurus 
from the imputation of encouraging fenfual 
pleafure ; the main drift of all the parts of Lu- 
cretius’s writings, being, on the contrary, to re- 
commend fobriety and temperance. 


The effeéts of unlawful Love, with all the in- 


_ conveniences attending it, are ftrongly painted 


in thefe lines, which have fomething of the fa- 
tyric {pirit in them. 
Adde, quod alterius [ub nutu degitur etas. &c. 
Lib. LV. v. 1116. 


Indeed, (fays the Author ) the whole paflage is 
admirable : it defcribes alfo the torments of jea- 
loufy, and all the vexatious circumftances of 
unfuccefsful love : in a word, Horace, Ovid, and 
other Poets, have not furnifhed more lively de- 
{criptions of this paffion, than Lucretius. ‘The 
Author adds, that in fome other places, as well 
as here, the Poet has fufficiently difcovered his 
abilities to write in the fatyric ftyle, had he 
cared to apply himfelf that way. 


I am forry I cannot give a much larger ac- 
count of this valuable Performance. This 
monthly Journal confifts only of five Sheets ; 
and fhould I print but three or four Articles 
every month, the Readers might juftly come 
Plain of want of variety in this Work. What 

T 2 I have 
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I have faid, is fufficient to make one defi- 
rous to read thefe Lives of the Roman Poets, 
efpecially thofe of Virgil and Horace, to which 
the Author has given a great extent. I can- 
not but believe that this Work will be more 
agreeable to the Public, than if it was written 
in Latin. I am a great admirer of the Englith 
tongue, and I think it deferves to be cultivated 
and improved. Men of the greateft wit, or 
learning, need not be afhamed of writing in 
that Language. 





There is a judicious and ufeful Index at 
the end of this Book. 
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ARTICLE XLIV. 


A LETTER pritten to Mr. EsTrENNE, 
a Paris-Bookfeller, by Abb? BauDouW, 
Canon of Laval, to prow that Mr. De 
Fenelon, Archbifbop of Cambray, is the 
Author of tke Book intitled, An Abridg- 
ment of the Lives of the antient Phi- 
lofophers. 


This Letter bas been inferted in the Journal des 
Scsavans. (Odfober 1726.) 


SiR, 3 
ie perfon from whom you had the Ma 
nufcript of the Abridgment of the wa 
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of the Philofopbers, fhould afford you himfelf the 
proofs you want to perfuade the Public that the 
late Mr. De Feuelon, Archbifhop of Cambray, is 
truly the Author of it, and to fecure you trom © 
the reflexions that are made upon you without 
any regard. ‘The condition that Work was in, 
fhould have made him forefee that it would 
meet with gainfayers ; that the cenfure paft up- 
on it, would fall upon you ; and that equity and 
prudence required from him, not to expofe you 
to fuch attacks, without enabling you to defend 
yourfelf. I wifh my teftimony may fupply his 
defect, and baffle the attempts that have been 
made upon your reputation. Here follows what 
Ihave to fay, in order to clear this point, ac- 
cording to your defire in your Letter of July, 
1726. 


For the fpace of fix years, that I had the ho- 
nour to be with the Duke of Luyues, I was al- 
ways very intimate with the late Abbe Quéuot, 
Preceptor to Meflicurs de Beauviliiers, who was 
with them till they died. We were very willing 
toimpart one to another whatever might con- 
tribute to the improvement of our Pupils. The 
Duke of Beauviliers put into Mr. Quinot’s hands 
many excellent 'Treatifes written for the educas 
tion of the Princes, and others compofed at 
M. Colbert’s defire by the ableft men of his time, 
for the inftru€tion of M. de Seiguelay. 1 cb- 
tained leave to read thofe Writings, and to tran- 


| tcribe fome of the beft, one of which was the 


Abridgment of the Lives of ‘the Philofopbers. 
Mr. Quinot affirmed to me, that it was a 
Work of the Archbighop of Cambray. I have 
fill that Copy by me,. and it never went out of 


my Study fince it came into it. 
a3 That. 
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That Writing appeared to me the more valu- 
able, becaufe the Author unfolds with great per- 
{picuity and exaétnefs the principles of the Phi- 
lofophers about natural Philofophy and Meta- 
phyfics, and becaufe the choice he made of their 
moral and political maxims, is very proper to 
form the manners and the mind of a Prince, 
and ofa great Lord. I compared thefe Lives with 
thofe of Diogenes Laertius ; and the difference 
which is obvious at the very firft reading, con- 
firmed the notion I entertained of them. 

However, Sir, I could not forbear to raife 
two objections againft that Work. 1. That it 
appeared to me written fomewhat carelefly, and 
too full of long paffages in Latin, which the 
Author fhou!d have tranflated, and better con- 
nected than they were. 2. That he fhould not 
have omitted in that Collection the Lives of 
Socrates and Plato, which deferved a place in 
it ; the more, becanfe I knew that thofe two 
Philofophers were very much efteemed by the 
Archbifhop of Cambray. (Lhe Lives of Socrs 
tes aud Plato are to be found in the printed Co 

. J have given an account of that Work in the 
fecond Volume of this Fournal, Art. LXII.) 

In anfwer to thofe two difficulties, Mr. Quinot 
faid, that Mr. de la Chapelle and Mr. Charpentier 
had given us the Life of Socrates, and Abbe 
Fleury that of Plato ; and that they had faved 
that labour to the Archbifhop : That this Work 
was an Abridgment fufficient for the ufe he in 
tended to make of it ; that in fuch Writings, 
which he compofed only for the education of 
the Princes, or for the benefit of fome private 
perfons, he writ down at firft his thoughts and 
the original proofs ; and then revifed them, and 
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gave them the neceflary turn and connection, 
when he thought proper to let them come a= 
broad : and to give me a proof of it immedi- 
ately, he fhowed me a Demontftration of the 
Exiftence of God, much in the fame way as that 
which is to be found in the fecond Book de nae 
tura Deorum by Cicero, written with the Arch- 
bifhop’s own hand, wherein I obferved the fame 
carelefnefs, and the fame turn. That Writing 
was full of long paffages, out of Latin Authors 
and the Fathers of the Church, which were 
neither tranflated, nor fitted to the body of the 
Work. Thofe imperfections do not appear in 
the printed Copy of that excellent Treatife. 

But, Sir, here follows, in my judgment, an 
undeniable proof, that the Archbifhop of Cam- 
bray is the Author of the Abridgment of the 
Lives of the Philofopbers, which you have print- 
ed with his name to it. The late Duke of Beau- 
viliers yequired from Mr. Quinot-a general 
Scheme in writing, of the ftudies of his Sons 
year by year. M. de Fenelon, to whom the 
Duke communicated that Writing, read it, and 
made fome notes and reflexions upon it. Mr. Qui- 
wot places the reading of the Lives of the Philo- 
fophers in the thirteenth year of his Pupils, in 
thefe words : Zhe Count fhall read half an bour 
upon boly-days the Lives of the antient Philofc- 
phers, by Diogenes Laertius and Eunapius, and 
thofe of the Archbifbop of Cambray. 

Here follows the note of the learned Prelate 
upon this Article : Zhe Lives of the Philof{cpbers 
deferve a place in the moft ferious ftudies. 

If that Work was none of his, it was natural 
that the firft reflexion upon this head fhould 
confift in mending that miftake, and unde- 
ceiving Mr. Quinot. ‘The Archbifhop’s filence 
T 4 appears 
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appears to me an authentic acknowledgment ; 
and it may feem ftrange, that any one fhould go 
about to deprive that celebrated Man of a Work 
he himfelf owned, and be more tender of his 
reputation after his death, than he himfelf was 
in his life-time. 

I have, Sir, in my Study a faithful Copy of 
that general Scheme of the ftudies of Meflieurs 
de Beauvilliers, with the notes and reflexions of 
Mr. de Fenelon. 'The late Duke of Chevreu/e 
prefented me with it. Nay, I made by his or- 
der fome remarks upon it, which gave me oc- 
cafion to compofe a fort of a Treatife of the 
Education of a young Lord, a copy whereof I 
delivered to him, which he read attentively, and 
honoured with his approbation, and which muft 
have been found among his Papers after his 
death. I hope I fhall quickly publifh that 
Work. 

But it is objected, that the ftyle of the Ad- 
ventures of Zelemachus does not appear in thefe 
Lives. I wonder, a Writer fhould not be known 
by thofe ftrokes, which are as many fenfible 
marks of his good tafte and difcernment. M. de 
Fenelon, being mafter of his pen more than any 
Author of his time, knew how to vary his ftyle 
according to the different fubjects he was to 
handle. Zelemachus is a Poem in Profe ; and 
the Author made ufe of the moft lively, the 
nobleft and moft lofty expreffions that Poetry 
can afford. Zhe reading of the Philofophers, ac- 
cording to him, deferves a place in the moft [eri- 
ous fludies : and confequently, he thought it pro- 
per to write their Lives, and to make a Colle- 
ction of their principal doétrines in an uniform, 
pure and ferious ftyle. Does not fuch a rare 
and diftinguifhed charaéter do honour to the 

memo- 
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memory of an Author ? Can any one think and 
udge otherwife, without difhonouring himfelf, 
and wronging his own judgment ? 

Befides, they who have any notion of the ge- 
nius and character of the Archbifhop of Cam- 
pray, will eafily difcover him in that Book. It 
‘; well known that he had a relifh for the niceft 
and the moft fubtil Metaphyfics. Any one who 
perufes thefe Lives one after another with fome 
attention, will obferve every where that he un- 
folds with a noble fimplicity, and with that 
clearnefs and precifion confpicuous in all his 
Works, the principles of the pureft Metaphy- 
fics, to be found in what remains of the Wri- 
tings of thofe Philofophers, without forgetting 
the pureft maxims of their Morals and Polities, 
to inftill them infenfibly into thofe Princes, 
whofe education was committed to his care. 
Nay, let one compare thefe Lives with his print- 
ed Dialogues, and he will perceive every where, 
abating the turn, the \fame fcope, the fame 
thoughts and the fame principles. If the Au- 
thor did not put the laft hand to them, ’tis be- 
caufe important affairs did not allow him to do 
it, and made him forget that Work in the hands 
of thofe to whom he had communicated it. 

I know not whether that Manufcript was in 
the Cabinet of the late Duke of Chevreufe ; but 
it muft have been found, bound iz 4to, in that 
of the Duke of Beauvil/iers; unlefs it remained 
inthe hands of Abbé Quinot. °Tis no wonder 
that Mr. Ram/fay, who was only with the Arch- 
bithop of Cambray the four or five laft years of 
his life, fhould not be acquainted with the 
Works compofed by him 25 or 30 years before. 
How many Writings and Differtations did that 
great and fruitful Genius make, to clear the 
doubts 
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doubts and difficulties of his friends, and other 
private perfons, of which he kept no copy, and 
which will lye buried in the obfcurity of their 
Cabinets, till the love of the public good obliges 
thofe who are poffeffed of them, to communi- 
cate them to the world. I know not, for in. 
ftance, whether Mr. Ramfay has found, among 
the papers of that illuftrious Prelate, a Tranfla- 
tion of Virgil’s Ancid. *Tis very likely, he has 
not. Thag Work is too entertaining, to con- 
ceal it from the Public. And yet, *tis certain 
that he made fuch a Tranflation for the Princes, 
I have feen it in the hands of Meffieurs de Bean- 
viliers : I only read the IX. Book ; and, if one 
may be allowed to judge of the whole by one 
of its parts, I know not whether Virgil, raifed 
from the dead, would not rather chufe to be 
the Tranflator, than the original Author of his 
own Work. (This is the greatef?t character that 
can be given of a ranflation : ome may very wel 
wouder that the Archbifbop of Cambray did uot pub- 
lifo bis Verfion of the FEneid, if it be true, as 
Abbé Baudouin feems to affirm, that it is (uperior 
to the Original. That Prelate was certainly very 
well qualified for fuch a performance, baving a 
wonderful facility of writing poetically in Profe.) 
The Archbifhop (fays Mr. Ramfay) declares 
in his laft Will, that nove of the Writings, which 
might be publifbed under bis name, ought to be 
afcribed to him, except thofe which baye been 


printed by his care, or owned by bim in his life- 


tine ; that others may be uone of bis, or wrong- 
ly afcribed to bim, or be mixed with other fo- 
reign Writings, or altered by Traufcribers. 

It feems to me, that this paflage concerns 
rather the dogmatical Works, than the _ 
phicai. 
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hical. That great Prelate felt in his life-time 
the cenfure of the Critics, even in his familiar 
Inftructions for women newly converted, which 
were publifhed by ignorant tranfcribers without 
his knowledge. It was a prudent thing for him 
to take fome meafures againft their malice after 
his death. Nay, fuppofing that this declaration 
does generally extend to all his Writings, with- 
out any exception ; the impreffion of the Work 


in queftion is not at all inconfiftent with that 
Article of his laft Will. 


I think I have fufficiently proved, that he 
guwned it in bis life-time, and that it is reafon- 
ably afcribed to him, abating the Latin Texts 
which have been left out. It agrees with my 
Copy : it is not altered by tranfcribers : and, if 
it is not fo finifhed, as it would doubtlefs have 
been, had he had time enough to perfect it ; it 
muft at leaft be looked upon as a noble sketch of 
an able Mafter. 


This is, Sir, what you defired of me to clear 
the fubjeét in hand, though I have not the ho- 
nour to.be known to you. I thought I could 
not deny your requeft, without offending againft 
truth and juftice. I give you leave to difpofe 
of this Writing, as you think fit, being perfua- 
ded you will make no ill ufe of it. I am, with 
a perfect efteem, 


SIR, 


ae Ang. 8. Your moft humble &c. 


Baupovui1n, Canon of Laval. 


Abbé 
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Abbé Bourgeois, Canon and Principal of Dreux- 
College, can fhow the Original of the Lives of 
the Philofophers, di¢tated by Archbifhop Fene- 
Jou, and written with the hand of Mr. de Ro- 
tron, who writ under that illuftrious Author, . 
when he was entrufted with the education of 
the Princes. | 








ARTICLE XLV. 


NEGOCIATIONS fecretes touchant la 
Paixde MuNSTER& d@OSNABRUG; 
ou Recueil general des Preliminaires, 
Inftructions, Lettres, Memoires, &c. 
concernant ces Negociations; depuis 
leur commencement en 1642. jufqu a 
leur conclufion en 1648.———A la Haye, 
chez Jean Neaulme. 1725 & 1726. 


That is, 


SECRET Negotiations concerning the Peace 
of MUNSTER and OSNABRUG ; or, @ 
general Colleétion of the Preliminaries, In- 
fiructions, Letters, Memoirs, Gc. rela- 
ting to thofe Negotiations, from their be- 
ginning in 1642, to their conclufion in 
1648. With the difpatches of Mr. de 

Vau- 
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Vautorte, and other Pieces upon the fub- 
jek of the fame Treaty till 1654. inclu- 
fively. The whole taken from the mot 
authentic Manufcripts. A Work abfo- 
lutely neceffary to all thofe who fhall 
provide themfelves with the Diplomati- 
cal Body or great Collection of the Trea- 
ties of Peace, and the more ufeful to Po- 
litictans and Negotiators, becaufe it con- 
tains the Foundation of the Public Law, 


Hague. 1725 & 1726. Four Volumes’ 
in folio. 


u1s Title is fufficient to fhow the im- 
of portance and ufefulnefs of this Collection 
to Politicians, Negotiators, and the lovers of 
modern Hiftory. An Advertifement has been 
prefixed to the firft Volume, concerning the 
Origin of the Law of Nature, the Law of Na- 
tions, and that which is called the Public 
Law. aa 

Next to that Difcourfe, there is a long Hi- 
ftorical Preface, containing the principal events 
from the beginning of the troubles of Germa- 
ny, in 1612, to the opening of the Negotia- 
tion in 164.2, wherein the caufes of the war are 
traced back to their origin. 


The firft Volume contains the Memoirs and 
Inftru€tions about the interefts of France and 
her Allies, and the Preliminaries for the Peace 


of Munfter and Ofuabrug, from the year 1642, 
to 1645 inclufively. | 


The 
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The fecond Volume comprehends the Let. 
ters, Memoirs and fecret Inftruétions of the 
Court and Plenipotentiaries of France, during 


the years 1644 and 1645. 


The third Volume takes in the Letters, Me- 
moirs and fecret Inftru€tions of the Court and 
Plenipotentiaries of France, during the year 
164.6, and many Pieces written by different Mi- 
nifters upon the fubject of the faid Negotiati- 
ons in 4646. Moreover, the fecret Negotia- 
tions of Mr. de Vautorte, Ambaffador Plenipo- 
tentiary of His Moft Chriftian Majefty at the 
Diet of Ratisbon, from the 10. of November 
1645, to the 23 of April 1654. 


The fourth Volume contains the Negotiation 
of Ofnabrug in 1644, by Count D’ Avaux, Me- 
diator between the Emperor, the Empire, and 
the King of Sweden. The Letters, Memoirs 
and fecret Negotiations of the French Pleni- 
potentiaries, fent to the Court during the year 
1647. Different Pieces upon the fubjeét of the 
faid Negotiations, written in 1647, 1648 and 
1649. With an Extract of feveral Writings, 
concerning the Rebellion of the Portuguefe uni- 
ted with Holland, in Brazéi. 


There is a general Table of the Matters at 
the end of the fourth Volume. I think I need 
not give a further account of this great Col- 
le€tion. 
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ARTICLE XLVI. 


THE NATURAL History of the Earth 
illuftrated, enlarged, and defended. Writ- 
ten originally in Latin, and now firft 
made Englifh, by BENJ. HoLLoway, 
L. L. B. and Fellow of the Royal So- 
ciety. To which are added, Phyfcal 
Proofs of the Exiftence of Gon, bis a&u- 
al inceffant Concurrence to the Support of 
the Univerfe, and of all organical Bodies, 
Vegetables and Animals, particularly Man: 
With feveral other Papers, on different Sub- 
jects, never before printed, By Joun 
WoopDwaARbD, M.D. Profeffor of Phy- 
fick in Grefham College, Fellow of the Col- 
lege of Phyficians, and of the Royal So- 
ciety. London : Printed and fold by Tho, 
Edlin, at the Prince’s Arms over againff 


| Exeter Exchange, in the Strand, 1726, 


in 8vo. 


The 
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The Author of this ‘fournal bas not compofed 


this Article. 


xr. Woodward, the Author of thefe Dif. 
D courfes, when firft he fet forward in his 
Studies, turning his Thoughts to the Mineral 
Kingdom, obferved that it had lain almoft whol- 
ly neglected. As this was a Part of Nature 
very confiderable, and afforded a mighty Diver- 
fity of Subjects, not only of great Speculation, 
but of the higheft Ufe to Mankind ; he deter- 
mined to employ on this, fo much of his Thoughts 
and Time, as could well be {pared from his other 
Studies. Having finifhed his Travels, and Searches 
under ground, and, with great diligence, made 
his Obfervations on the Strata and the Struéture 
of the Earth, on the Oars of Metals, on Mi- 
nerals, and Foflils of all forts ; his next Work 
was to. turn thofe his Obfervations to ufe, to 
make Deductions and Inferences from them. 
Thofe were thought fuch by thofe whom he was 
converfant with, and communicated them to, 
that they defired that others fhould likewife par- 
take of them: -and therefore perfuaded him to 
fet forth fome brief Account of all, being un- 
willing to ftay till a fuller and larger could be 
compofed. ‘This produced his Effay towards a 
natural Hiftory of the Earth; wherein, tho’ all 
things were delivered with great Brevity, they 
were fet in fuch a Light, and put together with 
fo much Skill and Contrivance, that, for the 
main of the Work, nothing farther feemed, to 
thofe who read it with due Application,.to be 
wanting : and what was fet forth, appeared to 


be not only new, but of that Importance, that 
it 
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it was foon handed over all Europe, tranflated 
into Latin, and became the Subject of Specula- 
tion every where. All found here the whoie 
Study of Nature, put upon a Bottom more firm, 
fteady and certain than heretofore. But, : tho’ 
this Work met with fuch Approbation, there 
were thofe that oppofed it; fome with great 
YVehemence ; and feveral Tra¢ts were fet forth 
againft it. Thofe publifhed in England were 
foon effectually anfwered by Perfons of fudg- 
/ ment and Candour here. But a learned Man 
ybroad, Dr. Camerarius, Profeffor at Tubing, 
fetting forth fome Objections againit ir, amongft 
which were moft of thofe offered betore by o- 
thers here at home ; Dr. Woodward thought fit 
to anfwer this himfelf. What Dr. Camerarius 
wrote being in Latin, Dr. Woodward returned 
an Anfwer in the fame Language ; which gave 
Dr. Camerarius fo full Satistaétion, that he can- 
didly acquiefced in it. Mr. Hodoway has here 
tranflated this, for the Benefit and Ufe of the 
Englifh Reader ; the Author having in it-pro- 
duced a great Addition of Obfervations and Re- 
marks, for the further illuftrating, confirming, 
and fupplying his former Work. In the perufal 
of thefe, the Reader will much better find his 
account, than by any Extract I am capable of 
drawing up. I fhall here: therefore only take 
notice of two or three Things very confide- 
table. 

Of thefe the firft is, That that one great 
Article of the Diffolution of the primitive Earth, 
is here fully, clearly and effectually proved and 
ettled, from the Phenomena fhewn in all Parts 
of the prefent Earth, and the plaineft Evidences 
of Nature. .The fame was intimated by Mofes, 
and other holy Writers, tho’ hitherto not under- 

Ocrozer 1726. U ftood 
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ftood for want of a right Knowledge, and tho- 
rough Underftanding of Things, and of the 
State and Condition of the Earth, with which 
thofe Paflages are fhewn moft exactly to com- 
port: and the Whole is illuftrated by Paffages 
out of the Gentile Writers, and others of the 
Antients. | 

The fecond Thing made out here is the re- 
gular and orderly fubfiding of the diffolved Mat- 
ter of the terreftrial Globe, together with the 
marine and other extraneous Bodies, that were 
fuftained along with that Matter in the Water 
of the Deluge, and their forming the Strata, 
of which the prefent Globe confifts. 

From this orderly Subfidence is made out the 
third Thing which I would take notice of, and 
which indeed I think not lefs extraordinary than 
the reft : I mean, the immenfe Quantity of Wa- 
ter that was neceflary, and muft have been there 
exifting, for that Matter and thofe Bodies to 
fubfide fo regularly in. All thofe who before 
treated of this Argument, were put to 
their fhifts, to find but Water fufficient to coe 
ver the Globe to the Tops of the Mountains ; 
but ’tis here evidently fhewn, from the Pheno- 
mena, that there muft needs have been, and was 
then actually prefent, a Quantity of Water im- 
menfely greater, for that Matter and thofe Bo- 
dies to make a Settlement in, in fo orderly a 
manner as we at this Day find they did. 

One Thing there is very remarkable, which 


the Author fitly takes notice of to his Adver- } 


fary ; That tho’ the Natural Hiftory of the Earth 
had been then out near twenty Years, what was 
there propofed new, and upon that account fo 


many and great Heads had been exercifed in 
the 
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the confidering of it ; yet not one of all the 
numerous Obfervations there fet forth, had been 
in all that Time, and with all that canvaffing, 
found failing, or any of all the many Dedutti- 
ons made from them, fhewn not rightly to fol- 
low thence. This is fo great a Teft, that no- 
thing but a Work firmly founded on Nature could 


ever poffibly have ftood. 


What I have hitherto reprefented, had been 
printed in Latin ; but what I am now going to 
give an account of, is wholly new, and, never 
hitherto fet forth. Mr. Holloway hath copied out 
of Dr. Woodward’s larger Work feveral confide- 
rable Papers, ferving to elucidate, continue and 
{ypply the Dottor’s Effay towards a Natural Hi- 
fory of the Earth. ‘Thefe he hath now firft fer 
forth, here in his Introduétion : and I fhall give 
fome brief Account of each in their order. 

The firft of thefe fhews, from the marine and 


‘other Bodies, repofited in all Parts of it, that 


the primitive Earth was diffolved and deftroyed 3; 
and that that- which we now inhabit, was new- 
made with fuch Art, Contrivance and Defign, 
a to give moft plain, evident and even phyfi- 
cal Proof, not only of the Exiftence of God, 
but of his a¢tual Interpofition in the Affairs of 


| Nature, on this great Occafion, in an éxtraor- 


dinary Manner. | 
_In the next of Dr. Woodward’s Papers, here 


B publifhed, is given phyfical Proof of the ordi- 


hary and conftant Interpofition of God, and his 
a€tual inceffant Concurrence to the Produétion 
af Gravity ; which is here fhewn to be the 
prime and main Inftrument, whereby all Nature 
is fKeered and governed. | 


~ 
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In the next Paper, Dr. Woodward gives phy- 
fical Proof of the a¢tual incefflant Concurrence 
of the fame Power to the Produ¢tion and Sup- 
port of all organical Bodies , Vegetables and 
Animals, particularly Man. In this, he has fer 
forth an Account of the Rife and Formation of 
the Fetus out of the Ovum, fo genuine, clear 
and mechanical, as to have given entire Satisfa- 
tion in this hitherto dark, tho’ fo great and 
important a Matter: and has fully fhewn that 
Mr. Leewenhoeck’s Notion, of the Formation of 
Animalcules i Semine mafculino, which had hi- 
therto generally prevailed, is wholly imaginary, 
and without ground. 

Dr. Woodward proceeds to fhew, ftill in the 
fame mechanical manner, how Nourifhment is 
diftributed to the Parts, for the Inlargement and 
Growth of the Body, till it has attained to M:- 
turity, and its juft and natural Bulk ; and how 
it is afterwards maintained and fupported du- 
ting Life: in which he has given phyfical Proof, 
and fuch as is never tobe withftood, that to 
this there evidently a¢tually concurs a Power 
fuperior to Nature, and to any Mechanifm. 
Dr. Woodward here occafionally takes notice of 
the Cartefian Materia {ubtilis ; fhewing it to be 
a mere Fiction, and no ways capable of anfwer- 
ing the Ends propofed by the Author. 


To thefe Three Papers, wherein is fo remark- 
ably fet forth the Interpofition of the Divine 
Power in the Affairs of Nature, is fubjoined a 
Fourth ; in which Dr. Woodward explains the 
Reafons of the Divine Procedure in the Go- 
vernment of both the Moral and Natural World: 
Which Paper, as indeed the ‘reft,. is wrote in a 
manner fo clofe, that ’tis hardly poffible to give 
any 
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any Extract, without delivering the whole ; to 
which therefore I chufe rather to refer the Read- 
er; only giving him notice, that he will here 
fnd difcovered the true Caufe of the Atheifm 
and Scepticifm of our Times. As the People 
of thofe Principles have given themfelves the 
Liberty of cavilling with H. Scripture, and 
particularly the Mojazc Relation of Things ; 
Dr. Woodward’s next Paper very feafonably fhews, 
in a Manner. moft firm, convincing and unde- 
niable, that the Mofaic Account of the Deluge 
js authentic, true, and attefted by Nature: that 
Mofes could not poffibly have the Particulars of 
that Account from Chance or Fancy, nor from 
my Tradition or Records, nor from Obfervati- 
ons of Nature, but from immediate Revela- 
tion. | 

Dr. Woodward has further evinced the fame 
from the Mofaic Account of the Abyfs, and’ of 
the immenfe Quantity of Water fent thence at 
the Deluge. This I think the more confidera- 
ble, not only as it is the firft Attempt that I 
know of to prove the Infpiration of H. Writ, 
from Arguments and Inftances taken from Na-. 
ture, but. as thofe Proofs appear to me to be 
perfectly convincing, and fuch as are not to be 
with{tood. 


Dr. Voodward’s next Paper is of the Origin 
of the Rainbow ; and its being appointed for a 
Memorial of the Covenant made with Noab. 
His next is on the Subject of the Curfe de- 
nounced upon the Earth, on account of the Fall 
of Adam; wherein he fhews, that there are at 
this Day extant, plain Marks of a Curfe on the 
whole Vegetable World : and particularly gives. 
Inftances, and fets forth in what manner Thorns, 

U 2 and 












































214 New MEMOIRS Art. 46, 


and Thiftles ferved to put the Curfe on the Earth 
in execution. 


Dr. Wvodward’s next Paper is in proof of the 
Mojaic Pofition, That the Life of Animals is 
wholiy in the Blood. And here he fets forth 
what are truly the conftituent Parts of the Blood, 
and the Principles of animal Life. He fhews the 
proper Ufe of the Nerves ; and effectually dif- 
proves the fo long and commonly received Do- 
&trine of animal Spirits. On this occafion, He 
delivers a great number of Live-Diffe€tions of 
Animals of all forts, Brutes, Fowl, Fifh, Set- 
pents, and Infeéts. In Parts cut off from thé 
Body of feveral Creatures, the Motion of the 
Blood is found ftill continuing for fome Time : 
and all his Obfervations and Experiments give 
even ocular Demonftration, in many Inftances, 
that Senfation is actually continued, and Ani- 
ma! Action fucceffively repeated, without any 
Intercourfe with the Brain, even after the Parts 
are cut quite off, and all Communication with 
the Brain wholly intercepted, fo long as thofe 
Parts have in them any Blood remaining warm, 
fluid, and not wholly indifpofed to anfwer thofe 
Ends: that the Life, Senfe, and Powers of the 
Organs and Parts, are exaétly commenfurate to 
the Quantity of rightly conftituted Blood in 
them ; and that they fail and are diminifhed on- 
ly in proportion to the Failure and Diminution 
of the Blood in the Part. 


We have mext an Extract of three Difcourfes 
of Dr. Woodward's, not yet printed ; véz. 1. 
Notes on the Mofaic Hiftory of the Creation, 
fet forth Genefis I. 2. Of the Wifdom of the 
#gyptians. 3. Of the Origin of the Americans, 
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s, and Indians. 'To pafs over the two firft 
of thefe, I fhall take notice that in the third we 
have a great Inftance of the Force of Thought, 
and the Ufe of Reflexion, and Comparing 
Things whete Hiftory and Records are want- 
ing. Which is the Cafe as to the Peopling of 
America ; there remaining not any the leaft Me- 
morial of Tradition of it. But, by comparing 
of the Notions, Cuftoms, and Things among 
the Americans, with thofe of the old World, 
the Europeans, Africans, and Afiaticks ; Dr. Wood- 
wara finds that the Americans retained all that 
had prevailed with thofe of the old World till 
fuch a Time ; but not one of all thofe that were 
found out and obtained afterwards, tho’ fome of 
them were of the higheft Importance, and fuch 
as, had they ever been known, would never have 
been forgot ; as the Ufe of Iron, of coined Money, 
of the Plough, of Letters. By this means is 
fettled and afcertained a Point, that has lon 
and. very much exercifed the Speculations of the 
Inquifitive, without any Succefs. 


Mr. Holloway next fets forth four Letters write 
ttn by Dr. Woodward. The firft is of the Alte- 
rations of the Barometer, and the Rife and Fall 
of the Mercury in it, on the Alterations that 
happen in the Gonftitution of the Atmofphere 
upon Change of the Weather. In this Dr. Wood~ 
ward has affigned, what has hitherto been at- 
teipted in vain, thé true Caufe of the Rife and 
Fall of the Barometer. This he fhews to be 
owing to the Steams, and Hunidity, that, arie 
{mg out of the Earth from theAbyfs, and mount- 
ing up into the Attnofphere, for the forming of 
the Rain there, repulfe and diminifh the Fotce 
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of the Atmofphere by that their Afcent up in- 
to it. 

The fecond Letter is on the fame Subject. 

The third now firft difcovers to us a new 
World in Nature, and lets us into the Caufes of 
a great Number of Phenomena in the Earth, 
and in the Atmofphere wherein we live, of 
great Moment, tho’ not hitherto underftood. 
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It is of the Oceconomy of the great Deep, or A- 
by/s, in the Bowels of the Earth : and the con- 
tinual Intercourfe betwixt this and the Atmo- 
fphere. And firft, Dr. Woodward here gives us 
Proofs of the Difpatches of a great Diverfity of 
Principles out of the Abyfs : 1. From Pheno- R 
mena obfervable in Mines, and Places at great F 
Depth in the Earth: 2. in great and high 
Mountains : 3. in the Sea, in great Lakes, in P 
Springs and Wells: 4. in Animals: 5. in Bo- 
dies inanimate ; particularly the Barometer, and : 
the Hygrometer : 6. from the different Tenor % 
of the Light, and various Complexion of the * 
Atmofphere. The Difpatches, of the fubterra- : 


nean Heat and Vapours, to the Atmofphere, 
are contingent, arbitrary, and varying. Hence 
the Variations of the Surface of the Earth, and 
in the Atmofphere. 


Dr. Woodward's fourth Letter is concerning 
the Diffolution and Deftru€tion of the Earth, 
at the Deluge : and in this he fhews why the 
Shells, and other like extraneous Bodies, were 
not diffolved as well as the Stones, and all native 
Foffils. He fets forth the Texture of the Parts , 
of Vegetable and Animal Bodies ; and makes I 
out, that the Cohefion of thefe is owing to the 


Complication of the Fibres, of which they all | 
are 








se 


Co @omwle SoS. 








ART. 47- of LITERATURE. 317 


ste entirely compofed. Then he confiders the 
Solidity and Cohefion of the Parts of Foffils : 
fhews that this is caufed wholly by the Power of 
Gravity ; and that Gravity ceafing, or the Pow- 
er of it being remitted, there muft happen, in 
confequence, a Deftruction of the Earth, a to- 
tal Ceffation of the Solidity of Foffils, and a 
Diffolution of them all. But this would no way 
sfleét the Vegetable or Animal Bodies ; or, in 
the leaft, difturb the Complication of their Fi- 
bres.. In fine, Dr. Woodward fhews that the 
Deftruction of the Earth was univerfal ; and 
that all native Foffils whatever were diffolved, 
and reduced to their primary conftituent Princi- 
ples. | re 

For the reft, I chufe to refer the Reader to 
the Work itfelf ; where he will find all founded 
on Faét, and the plaineft Reafoning : nor need 
any one be told of how great moment it is, to 
have fuch Subjects effectually cleared, and afcer- 
tained. 





AR TICL E XEVIL. 


BRUSSELS. 


“Ptney have printed here the late Council 
AL held at Rome by the prefent Pope... 


Concilium Romanum in Sacrofancta Laterantnfi 
Rafilica celebratum anno univerfalis Fubilei 
1725. @ Sanctifimo Patre & Domino noftro Be- 
neditio 
























318 New MEMOIRS Arr, go. 


ueditto Papa XIII. Pontificatus fui anno prim. 
1726. in 12°. pagg. 428. 


The Pope declares that he looks upon the 
Conftitution Unigenitus as a Rule of Faith, no 
fire uti ejufdem fide regulam aguofcimus ; and 
enjoins the Archbifhops and Bifhops of his 
Council to get it exaétly obferved in their 
Diocefes. 


He approves, as a laudable cuftom, that 
which is practiced in fome places, to give 
Bifhop the right of making a Will, which is 
called the laf? Will of Souls, for thofe who die 
inteftate, though they have left heirs. He ex- 
horts the Bifhops to engage the people to intro- 
duce fuch a cuftom into thofe places where it is 
not eftablifhed ; that a part of the eftate of the 
deceafed may be employed in pious works. 


PARTS. 


I. L* Reneaulme, Phyfician of this City, has 
publifhed a French Leéture of. Surge- 
ry, which he read in the Schools of Phyfic : 
with a fort of Paraphrafe upon a Thefis con- 
cerning Hernias, or ruptures, compofed by him, 
and maintained in the fame Schools in 1721. 


Difcours pour Pouverture de Ecole de Chirur- 
gie: avec une Thefe parapbrafce, fous ce titre: 
Effay Pun Traité des Hernies, nommees Defcentes- 
Par M. L. Reneaulme dela Garanne, Dotteur Re- 
gent de la Faculté de Medecine en ’ Univerfité de 
Paris. &. 1726, in 12°. wo) 


II. ‘The 
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ll. The four new Volumes of the Roman 
Hiftory, by Father Catrou and Father Rouil?, 
are come out. 


Ill. A Treatife of Algebra in 8vo, by Mr. De 
Croufaz, Member of the Royal Academy of Sci- 
ences, has been newly publifhed. 


IV. The two firft Volumes of Father An- 
felme’s Hiftoire Genealogique are lately come 
out. 


VV. Melanges de Litterature, taken from the 
Manufcript Letters of Mr. Chapelain, Mem- 
ber of the “rench Academy. 1726. i 12°. 


LYONS. 


HE Apparat Royal, or Dittiounaire Fran- 

GoiseLatin, has been lately reprinted, 
much larger, and more correct, than all the 
other Editions. 'The Geographical Diétionary 
Which .was at the end, has been inferted in its 
place : it is alfo very much enlarged. 


HAGUE. 


Ibliotheque Hiftorique €§ Critique des Auteurs 

de la Congregation de S. Maur, &c. Par 
D. Philippe Le Cerf de la Vieville, Religieuse 
Benedittin de la méme Congregation. 1726. in 
12°, This Bibliotheque is a ufeful Work. 
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LONDON. 


I, ¥ uave faid in the 79 page of this Volume, 

I that the Ecclefiaftical Hiftory of M. Fleury 
is very much efteemed in France ; and I thal 
now confirm it by a paffage out of the laft Four- 
nal des Ssavans. ‘The Authors of that Journal 
obferve that Dr. Dzpin’s Bibliotheque and M. 
Fleury’s Hiftory, with its Continuation by ano- 
ther hand, are efteemed for the Extracts of the 
Works of Ecclefiaftical Writers. I fhall add, 
that we wanted particularly an Ecclefiaftical Hi- 
{tory of the middle Ages ; and that M..Fleury’s 
Work will fully fatisfy the curiofity of the Eng- 
lifh Readers in that refpect. 


II. It is well known that the Treatife of the 
Laws of Nature, by Bifhop Cumberland, is a 
valuable Work ; but becaufe the ftyle is diffi- 
cult, and all the Editions of that Book in the 
original Latin are very incorrect, befides other 
reafons, Mr. Maxwel/ is a€tually printing a 
Tranflation of it, with explanatory Notes. The 
Public will. doubtlefs very much approve that 
ufeful undertaking. A Specimen of the Tranfla- 
tion may be feen next to the Propofals. 
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